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ORIGINAL:  ENGLISH


LOGISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
(Submitted by Mr Jon Gill, Australian Bureau of Meteorology)

1.
VENUE
The “Meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Public Weather Services (PWS) Implementation / Coordination Team (ICT) on PWS” will be held at the Australian Bureau of Meteorology Headquarters, 700 Collins Street, Docklands, Melbourne, Australia, from 2 to 6 June 2014. The meeting will begin on Monday, 
2 June 2014, at 0900 hours.

2.
Registration of Participants
Registration of participants will take place at the meeting venue on the morning of 
Monday, 2 June 2014. Participants are kindly requested to collect their identification badges from the Local Secretariat at the time of registration.

3.
Working Language
The working language of the meeting will be English.

4.
Immigration and Health RequirementS

A valid passport (and visa if applicable) is necessary for all persons entering Australia. 
Latest entry and health requirements can be obtained from the Embassy of Australia in your country. Information pertaining to duty free may be accessed on the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service website: http://www.customs.gov.au/site/page4352.asp.
The Bureau will assist with the preparation of official invitation letters for each participant, upon request, as necessary. 

5.
ACCOMMODATION
The Local Organizing Committee is responsible for coordinating the hotel accommodation arrangements for this event. A block booking has been made for all ICT/PWS Members at the Docklands Travelodge Hotel at a preferred rate of AUD 160.00 per night (nights of 1 to 6 June 2014 inclusive).
It is expected that, to ensure all participants receive this preferred rate, all experts attending this meeting will stay at the Travelodge. The Travelodge is conveniently located next door to the Bureau of Meteorology. Additional information regarding the hotel can be located at the following web-link: http://www.travelodge.com.au/travelodge-docklands-melbourne-hotel/home. **Important Notice: Experts will be responsible for settling their own hotel bills with the hotel upon departure, and will be asked to provide a credit card imprint or cash deposit on arrival**.
In-room Wifi services are available at the following rates:

Hourly plan
9.95 AUD
Daily Plan

19.95 AUD (up to 2 devices)

3 Night Plan
49.95 AUD
7 Night Plan
99.00 AUD
6.
Transportation
Melbourne Airport is located approximately 25 kms from the Melbourne's CBD on the Tullamarine Freeway - less than 25 minutes by car. The following applies to taxis and the Skybus:

Taxis

Taxis are available from the ground floor level of Melbourne Airport, outside the International Terminal and both domestic Terminals. Expect a taxi fare of around AUD 45 – AUD 50 for a trip between Melbourne Airport and the CBD. Further information can be accessed at the following URL: http://melbourneairport.com.au/to-from-the-airport/Taxis/Overview.html.
Skybus

Information pertaining to the use of the Skybus service can be accessed at the following URL: http://melbourneairport.com.au/to-from-the-airport/Skybus/Overview.html and http://www.skybus.com.au. 
There is public transport close to the Bureau via train, tram or bus. There is an approximately 200 metre walk from the Southern Cross Train Station to the Bureau and the #31 and #48 trams stop on Collins Street within 100 metres of the Bureau at either stop D14 or D15.

7.
Electricity
The electric current in Australia is 220-240 volts, AC 50Hz; Electrical sockets (outlets) for Australia are the "Type I" Australian AS-3112 type. The following website provides a picture of the plug: http://electricaloutlet.org/type-i. Adaptors are widely available at airports and elsewhere.

8.
Currency Exchange and Rate Information
The local currency in Australia is the Australian Dollar (sign $, code: AUD). Major currencies can be exchanged at the airport and local banks. It should be noted that the exchange rate is subject to daily variations. Current exchange rates for Australian Dollars (AUD) are listed in the table below*.

There are official money exchanges at Australian airports and throughout the CBD and some are open 24 hours per day. There are also banks and other official money exchanges located in Melbourne but most are only open 0900 to 1700 hours, Monday to Friday. There are of course many Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) available throughout the city, suburbs and regional locations.

Visa, Mastercard, Diners and American Express credit cards are accepted in the majority of hotels and restaurants. However, please note that some retail outlets and restaurants may place a surcharge (~1.5% - 2.5%) on the use of Diners and American Express cards.
	COUNTRY:
	CURRENCY:
	EXCHANGE RATE (AUD):

	Canada
	Canadian Dollar (CAD)
	1 AUD = .9853 CAD

	China
	Chinese Yuan Renminbi (CNY)
	1 AUD =  5.4534 CNY

	Ireland
	(Eire) (EUR)
	1 AUD = .6576 EUR

	United States of America
	United States Dollar (USD)
	1 AUD = .8996 USD


(*Rates valid as of: 14 February 2014*)

9.
weather and Climate
For the month of June in Melbourne, kindly note the following information below: 
Mean daily maximum:

14 °C

Mean daily minimum:

7 °C

Absolute maximum:

22 °C

Absolute minimum:

-2 °C

Mean Monthly Rainfall

49 mm

Mean Number of Rain days
15
Mean daily sunshine:

3.6 hours 

Further climate statistics for Melbourne can be found at the following: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/tables/cw_086071.shtml. 
10.
Time
The Standard time zone in Melbourne, Australia it is UTC/GMT + 10 hours.
11.
Additional Information
The Bureau of Meteorology is responsible for the local arrangement of the meeting.  Should you require further information concerning the meeting arrangements, please contact:

Mr Jon GILL

Strategy, Parliamentary, International and Communication Branch 
Bureau of Meteorology
GPO Box 1289
MELBOURNE, VIC 3001, Australia
Level 6, 700 Collins Street
DOCKLANDS, VIC 3008, Australia
Tel.:      +61 3 9669 4219
Fax:      +61 3 9669 4473
E-mail:  j.gill@bom.gov.au
__________

“MEETING OF THE COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS OPEN PROGRAMME AREA GROUP ON PUBLIC WATHER SERVICES IMPLEMENTATION/COORDINATION ON PWS”
(CBS/OPAG-PWS ICT/PWS)
(TRAVELODGE, MELBOURE, AUSTRALIA, 2-6 JUNE 2014)
______________________________________________________________________________

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

	1.
	Country:
	

	2.
	Title:
	

	3.
	Surname:
	

	4.
	First Name:
	

	5.
	Middle Name:
	

	6.
	Organization:
	

	7.
	Address (Office):
	

	
	

	
	

	8.
	Position / Occupation:
	

	9.
	Telephone (Office):
	

	10.
	Mobile:
	

	11.
	Fax (Office):
	

	12.
	E-mail(s):
	

	

	13.


	Hotel Details:

	
	Information on Hotel:
	Preferred Rate:

	
	Travelodge Hotel, Melbourne, Australia FORMCHECKBOX 

http://www.travelodge.com.au/travelodge-docklands-melbourne-hotel/home
	160.00 AUD (per person / per night)



	
	Check-in Date:
	Check-Out Date:
	Special request(s):

	
	     
	
	     

	

	14.


	Flight Details:

	
	Date of Arrival:
	Flight Number:
	Time of Arrival:

	
	     
	     
	     

	
	Date of Departure:
	Flight Number:
	Time of Departure: FILLIN   \* MERGEFORMAT 

	
	     
	     
	      FILLIN   \* MERGEFORMAT 


Signature:  _____________________
Date:  _______________


Please duly fill, sign and return this Form to the Local Organizing Committee, by attachment to the following e-mail address: J.Gill @bom.gov.au , with a copy for information to: MReidsema@wmo.int, as soon as possible, but preferably not later than 2 May 2014.
__________

