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LOGISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
(Submitted by Mr Gerald Fleming, Met Éireann)

1.
VENUE
The “Meeting of the Commission for Basic Systems (CBS) Open Programme Area Group (OPAG) on Public Weather Services (PWS) Implementation / Coordination Team (ICT) on PWS” will be held in the Bedford Hall Suite, Dublin Castle, Dame St, Dublin 2. However please note that the last day on the last day, Friday December 11th, the meeting venue will move to the National Emergency Coordination Centre, Agriculture House, Kildare St, Dublin 2. This latter venue is circa 15 minutes’ walk from Bedford Hall in Dublin Castle, but still within the city centre area. 
2.
Registration of Participants
The meeting will begin on Monday 7 December 2015, at 0900 hours, and registration of participants will take place at the meeting venue on that morning. Participants are kindly requested to collect their identification badges from the Local Secretariat at the time of registration.

3.
Working Language
The working language of the meeting will be English.

4.
Immigration and Health RequirementS

A valid passport (and visa if applicable) is necessary for all persons entering the Republic of Ireland. There is a large list of countries whose citizens do not need a visa to enter Ireland for business or tourism; the details can be found at www.dfa.ie/travel/visas/visas-for-ireland/ Latest entry and health requirements can be obtained from the Embassy of Ireland in your country. Information pertaining to duty free may be accessed on the Irish Tax and Customs website at: http://www.revenue.ie/en/customs/leaflets/pn1878a.html .
Met Éireann will assist with the preparation of official invitation letters for each participant, upon request, as necessary. 

5.
ACCOMMODATION
There is a wide range of hotels available at all price ranges in Dublin city centre; the best prices are often to be found via search websites such as Booking.com or Trivago rather than directly with the hotels themselves. Prices do change over time, so early booking is recommended. Hotels which are well-located with respect to the meeting venues include the following:
George Frederic Handel Hotel

Jury’s Inn Christchurch

Trinity City Hotel

Buswells Hotel

Brooks Hotel

O’Callaghan Davenport Hotel

O’Callaghan Alexander Hotel

Wynn’s Hotel

Central Hotel

Most hotels in Ireland provide free WiFi as standard. Attendees will, of course, be responsible for settling their own hotel bills with the hotel upon departure, and may be asked to provide a credit card imprint or cash deposit on arrival.
6.
Transportation
Dublin Airport is located approximately 14km north of Dublin city centre; about 30 to 50 minutes by car depending on traffic. Aer Lingus and most US flights arrive at Terminal Two; all other flights come in to Terminal One (about 5 mins walk between the two terminals). Some information below about taxis and the Aircoach and Airlink services.
Taxis

Taxis are available from outside both Terminal One and Terminal Two in Dublin Airport.  Expect a taxi fare of around €30 – €35 for a trip between Dublin Airport and the city centre. Further information can be accessed at the following URL: http://www.transportforireland.ie/taxi/taxi-fare-estimator/
Aircoach
The Aircoach service runs every 10mins approx. into the city centre (there are a number of routes to different end-points but they all run through the city centre. Fares are €7 single and €12 return (valid for return journeys within 3 months). See http://www.aircoach.ie/ 
Dublin Bus

Route number 747 “Airlink” runs from the Airport to the city centre every 15 minutes. Fares are €6 single. A little slower and not as comfortable as the Aircoach. See http://www.dublinbus.ie/en/Your-Journey1/Timetables/All-Timetables/7471/ 
7.
Electricity
The electric current in Ireland is 220-240 volts, AC 50Hz; Electrical sockets (outlets) for Ireland are of the three-pin UK type. The following website provides a picture of the plug: http://electricaloutlet.org/type-g - adaptors are widely available at airports and elsewhere.

8.
Currency Exchange and Rate Information
The local currency in Ireland is the Euro (€). Major currencies can be exchanged at the airport and in local banks. The exchange rate is, of course, subject to daily variations. Exchange rates for the Euro against a range of currencies, as of early October 2015, are listed in the table below.

There are official money exchanges at Dublin Airport and in banks etc, but most banks are only open 0900 to 1700 hours, Monday to Friday. There are of course many Automatic Teller Machines (ATMs) available throughout the city, suburbs and regional locations.

VISA, Mastercard, Diners and American Express credit cards are accepted in the majority of hotels, pubs and restaurants. However, please note that some retail outlets and restaurants may place a surcharge (~2.5%) on the use of some credit cards. Debit cards such as VISA Debit are widely used and accepted.
	COUNTRY:
	CURRENCY:
	EXCHANGE RATE (AUD):

	Canada
	Canadian Dollar (CAD)
	1 Euro =  1.468 CAD

	China
	Chinese Yuan Renminbi (CNY)
	1 Euro =  7.158 CNY

	Switzerland
	Swiss Franc (CHF)
	1 Euro =  1.090 CHF

	United Kingdom
	Pound Sterling (GBP)
	1 Euro =  0.739 GBP

	United States of America
	United States Dollar (USD)
	1 Euro =  1.127 USD


(*Rates valid as of 06 October 2015*)

9.
weather and Climate
Ireland has a maritime climate and, despite its northerly location, even winter days rarely bring daytime temperatures below freezing. The characteristics of the climate are high humidity, cloudiness and regular periods of strong winds. Dublin enjoys the driest location in Ireland and does not often see wind strengths such as those regularly experienced on the west coast. In December, the combination of short days and frequent cloudiness means that several successive days without sunshine are not unusual. For the month of December in Dublin, kindly note the following climatological details: 
Mean daily maximum:

8 °C

Mean daily minimum:

3 °C

Absolute maximum:

16 °C

Absolute minimum:

-12 °C

Mean monthly rainfall

73 mm

Mean number of wet days
12
Mean daily sunshine:

1.7 hours 

Further climate statistics for Dublin can be found at the following link: http://www.met.ie/climate-ireland/1981-2010/dublin.html  
10.
Time
The Standard time zone in Dublin, Ireland in December is UTC/GMT
11.
Additional Information
Met Éireann is responsible for the local arrangement of the meeting.  Should you require further information concerning the meeting arrangements, please contact:

Mr Gerald Fleming

Head, Forecast Division

Met Éireann

Glasnevin Hill

Dublin 9

Rep of Ireland
Tel.:      +353 87 2200 815
Fax:      +353 1 8064 275
E-mail:  gerald.fleming@met.ie 
____________________________
