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LOGISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

(Prepared by Dr Albert A.E. Martis, Meteorological Department, 
Ministry of Traffic, Transport and Urban Planning)
1.
SEMINAR Venue

The Seminar on “Social and Economic Benefits of Service Delivery for Meteorological and Hydrological Services” will be held at the conference room of the Renaissance Curaçao Resort & Casino, Willemstad, Curaçao, from 9 to 13 December 2013.

2.
Registration of Participants

Registration of participants will take place at the seminar venue on the morning of 
9 December 2013. Participants are kindly requested to collect their identification badges from the Local Secretariat at the time of registration.

3.
Working Language
The working language of the seminar will be English.

4.
Hotel Information
A block booking has been made at the Renaissance Curaçao Resort & Casino (the same venue for the seminar), for all nominated experts at a preferred rate, breakfast inclusive. The preferred rate has been set at USD 141.00 per night (plus local taxes and housekeeping fees). Special concessions include complimentary private check-in line, access to the health club facilities, indoor meeting and meal function space, turn down service and a welcome drink upon arrival. Nominated experts will be contacted directly to arrange for their accommodation arrangements. Important Notice: Experts funded by WMO will be responsible for settling their own hotel bills with the hotel upon departure, and may be asked to provide a credit card imprint, or cash deposit, on arrival. Payment for accommodation can be made by cash, money order, credit card or company check. Also, please note: Engility-funded participants will be required to provide their credit cards upon arrival, 
for incidentals.
Hotel Address and Contact Details:

Renaissance Curaçao Resort & Casino
Baden Powellweg # 1
Willemstad, Curacao, Curacao

Tel.:          +599 9 435 5000
Fax:          +599 9 435 5005
E-mail:      reservations@curacaorenaissance.com
Website:   www.renaissancecuracao.com
5.
visa and passport Requirements
All participants who require a valid visa for admission to Curaçao should make their application for visas directly to the nearest diplomatic representation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. To avoid any unnecessary difficulties, it is recommended that such applications be launched as soon as possible. More information concerning visas applications for Curaçao can be located at the following weblink:

http://www.government.nl/issues/visa-for-the-netherlands-and-the-caribbean-parts-of-the-kingdom
For experts requiring an invitation letter for visa purposes, this can be provided, upon request, either by the Local Organizing Committee, or through the World Meteorological Organization.

6.
Transportation
Arrangements have been made with a taxi service to transfer you to the Renaissance Curaçao Resort & Casino and then back to airport. Each participant will be responsible for paying for his/her own taxi fare (apx. USD 25, each way). The Local Organizing Committee will need advance information on the itinerary (i.e., dates, flight numbers and estimated time of arrival / departure). 
You are kindly requested to provide this information, as soon as possible, but preferably not later than: 25 November 2013.
7.
Currency Exchange, CREDIT CARDS and Rate Information
The currency used in Curaçao is the Netherland Antillean Guilder (ANG), also called the florin. The current approximate conversion rates with some of the main currencies, as at 7 August 2013, are as follows:

1 U.S. $       
–      
ANG 1.79
1 Euro €       – 
ANG 2.38
It is possible to use U.S. dollars or credit cards on the island. It should be noted that, 
as with many countries, exchange rates may vary slightly at stores and hotels. Daily exchange rate information can be obtained from the local banks. Euros are also accepted at some hotels and restaurants, though not as widely accepted as U.S. Dollars.
Major credit cards are accepted everywhere in Curaçao, and ATMs can be found readily available in populated city centers and at the airport. For ATM machines, you may wish to look for signs that indicate “Bankomatico”, or “Geldautomaat”. Most ATMs will offer a choice to withdraw funds in ANG and/or U.S. Dollars.
8.
Climate INFORMATION

Curaçao has a warm sunny climate year round. The average temperature is about 27° 
(in the mid-80° F). During this event (in December), it is usually marked by short, occasional showers in the evening, with continued sunny weather throughout the day.
9.
Electricity
The electric current in Curaçao is 127/120 VAC at 50 cycles. Most appliances from the United States will work well, with the exception of electrical devices with internal time mechanisms. For electrical appliances from the USA, no adaptor plug should be necessary, as Curaçao uses the same two-pronged plugs. However, experts from Europe will need an adapter plug. These can be found for purchase at the airport, local shops and hotels. Only dual-voltage appliance from Europe can be used on the island. Electrical sockets (outlets) for Curaçao are the “Type A” or “Type B”. 
The following website provides a picture of the plug: http://www.kropla.com/!i.htm.
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Type A Electrical Outlet
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Type B Electrical Outlet


10.
Time
The Standard time zone in Curaçao is: UTC/GMT -4 hours.
11.
Additional Information

The Meteorological Department, Ministry of Traffic, Transport and Urban Planning is responsible for the local arrangements for this event, and will assist with any special requirements related to your attendance at the seminar. Should you require further information regarding this event, please contact the Local Organizing Committee Contacts at:

Dr Albert A.E. MARTIS
Meteorological Department, Ministry of Traffic, Transport and Urban Planning 

Edifisio Siegfried Francisco

Seru Mahuma z/n

WILLEMSTAD, Curaçao
Tel.:        +599 9839 3366
Fax:        +599 9868 3999
E-mails:  albmartis@meteo.an

and
Ms Ivane de PALM
Meteorological Department, Ministry of Traffic, Transport and Urban Planning 

Edifisio Siegfried Francisco

Seru Mahuma z/n

WILLEMSTAD, Curaçao
Tel.:      +599 9839 3366
Fax:      +599 9868 3999

E-mail:  admin-cur@meteo.an


with a copy to the WMO Secretariat to:
Ms Michelle L. REIDSEMA

Senior Secretary, Public Weather Services Division

Weather and Disaster Risk Reduction Services Department
World Meteorological Organization
Tel.:      +41 22 730 8470

Fax:      +41 22 730 8128

E-mail:  MReidsema@wmo.int
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