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LOGISTICAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

(Prepared by: The National Meteorological Services of Seychelles)
1.
WORKSHOP Venue:

The “Training Workshop for National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) on Designing Socio-Economic Benefits Studies of Meteorological and Hydrological Services and Products for Members of the Southern African Development Community (SADC)” will be held at the Savoy Resort & Spa, Mahé, Seychelles, from 4 to 8 May 2015.

2.
Registration of Participants:

Registration of participants will take place at the training workshop venue at 0900 hours on the morning of 4 May 2015. Participants are kindly requested to collect their identification badges from the Local Secretariat at the time of registration.

3.
Working Language:

The working language of the training workshop will be English. 
4.
Hotel Information:

Bookings have been made at the Coral Strand Hotel for all nominated participants and experts at a preferred rate, breakfast inclusive. The preferred rate has been set at U.S. $120.00 per night. Important Notice: Lodging costs will be prepaid for USAID-funded participants. Other experts have individual invoices which they will receive prior to the workshop and will be responsible for settling their own accommodation bills with the hotel upon departure, and may be asked to provide a credit card imprint or 50% cash deposit on arrival. Payment for accommodation can be made by cash or credit card. Please note that USAID-funded participants will still be responsible for all incidental expenditures not covered in the base lodging rate (minibar, etc.).
Hotel Address and Contact Details:

Coral Strand
Beau Vallon, P. O. Box 400
MAHÉ, Seychelles
Tel.:      +248 429 1295
Fax:      +248 429 1080
E-mail:  micesales@coralstrand.sc
5.
visa and passport Requirements:
All participants who require a valid visa for admission to Seychelles and who do not currently have one must contact the workshop organizer, Mr Vincent Amelie, Acting Director, National Meteorological Service, Seychelles, as soon as possible, by e-mail to: v.amelie@meteo.gov.sc. More information concerning visa applications for Seychelles can be located at the following web-link:

www.ics.gov.sc

For experts requiring an invitation letter for visa purposes, this can be provided, upon request, either by the Local Organizing Committee, or through the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

6.
Transportation:
The National Meteorological Service of Seychelles has made arrangements for airport transfers.
7.
Currency Exchange, CREDIT CARDS and Rate Information:

The currency used in Seychelles the Seychellois rupee (SCR). The current approximate conversion rates with some of the main currencies, as of 30 March 2015, is as follows:
1 U.S. $       –      SCR 13:55
It is possible to use U.S. dollars or credit cards on the island. It should be noted that, 
as with many countries, exchange rates may vary slightly at stores and hotels. Daily exchange rate information can be obtained from the local banks. Euros are also accepted at some hotels and restaurants, though not as widely accepted as U.S. Dollars.
Major credit cards are accepted in many places in Seychelles.  ATMs can be found readily available in Mahé in the vicinity where the Coral Strand Hotel is located, and at the airport. Withdrawal of funds from ATMs is in SCR.
8.
Climate INFORMATION:
The Southeast Trades set-in, winds pick-up, however the sea is not yet forbidding. 
One should be able to enjoy long sunny days – in fact this is the sunniest part of the year. The Air Temperature is 27.9°C, Maximum Air Temperature 30.7°C and Minimum at night is around 25.6°C.
Precipitation further decreases as we enter the drier period of the year. May normally experiences only few rain days. 
9.
Electricity:

Throughout Seychelles the voltage is 220-240 volts AC 50 Hz. Seychelles uses the British standard square three-pin, 13 amp sharp electric plug. Visitors from countries other than the United Kingdom are advised to bring their own universal adaptors.
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10.
Time:

The Standard time zone in Seychelles is: GMT + 4hrs.
11.
Additional Information:
The National Meteorological Services of Seychelles will assist with any special requirements related to your attendance at the training workshop. Should you require further information regarding this event, please contact the Local Organizing Committee Contact at:

Mr Vincent AMELIE

Acting Director

National Meteorological Services

Department of Energy & Climate Change

Ministry of Environment, Energy & Climate Change

P. O. Box 1145

MAHÉ, Seychelles

Tels.:   Office:  +248 438 4354 ; Mob.:  +248 272 2957

Fax:     +248 438 4369

E-mail: v.amelie@meteo.gov.sc
 
with a copy for information to:
Mr Schuyler OLSSON
Associate Specialist, Climate Change Adaptation

Engility | International Development

Tel.:      +1 703 664 2943

E-mail:  Schuyler.Olsson@engilitycorp.com
and

Ms Michelle L. REIDSEMA

Senior Secretary, Public Weather Services Division

Weather and Disaster Risk Reduction Services Department

World Meteorological Organization

Tel.:      +41 22 730 8470

Fax:      +41 22 730 8128

E-mail:  MReidsema@wmo.int 
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