CBS TT-IMPACT/Doc. 3.4, p. 3

	World Meteorological Organization
	CBS TT-IMPACT/Doc. 3.4

	MEETING OF the COMMISSION FOR BASIC SYSTEMS (CBS) IMPACT OF MULTI-HAZARD PREDICTION AND COMMUNICATIOn TASK TEAM 

(CBS TT-IMPACT)
	
	Submitted by:
	Secretariat

	
	
	Date:
	12.I.2015

	GENEVA, 16-18 FEBRUARY 2015
	
	Original Language: 
	English

	
	
	
	


PURPOSE AND TERMS OF REFERENCE 

(TOR) OF THE CBS TT-IMPACT
(Submitted by the WMO Secretariat)

Summary and purpose of document

This document contains the purpose for the establishment and the Terms of Reference (TOR) of the Task Team.
Proposal for the establishment of the TT-IMPACT 

(Impact of Multi-hazard Prediction And Communication Task Team)

At the CBS Ext.(2014) Session the Delegates considered, under items 2.1 and 4.3, the matter of Impact-based Forecast and Warnings services. The report of the Session (para 4.3(1).7) notes that “The Commission therefore requested the OPAG/PWS and the PWS Programme to work closely and in alignment with the other DRR and capacity development- related activities to  assist Members with implementing impact-based forecasting and warning services through training workshops, and, where possible, pilot projects.”

In response to this request, the OPAG/PWS proposes to establish a Task Team on Impact-based Forecasting. The purpose of this Task Team will be to promote and advance Multi-Hazard Impact-based Forecast and Warnings Services within WMO Members, and specifically, National Meteorological and Hydrological Services (NMHSs) and key partner agencies. 

Considering

1. The strategic thrusts of WMO for the 2016-2019 period, which establish as high priority both Service Delivery and DRR and stresses that linkages need to be strengthened between them;

2. The development of concepts around Impact-Based forecasts and Risk-Based warnings, and the support shown to these at the CBS-Ext.(2014) Session in Asuncion;

3. The development of the decadal vision for the GDPFS, which is based upon seamless forecast and warnings services, with seamless understood to refer not only to spatial and temporal scales but also the multi-hazard aspects of prediction;

4. The absolute fundamental emphasis on Service Delivery as highlighted in the WMO Strategy for Service Delivery (bringing Science through to Services for the benefit of Society);

5. The strong emphasis by CBS that the range of activities with a Services component be addressed in a holistic manner (e.g. SWFDP, CIFDP, FFG,)

6. The specific request from CBS Ext.(2104) to the PWS OPAG and Programme “to work closely and in alignment with the other DRR and capacity development- related activities to  assist Members with implementing impact-based forecasting and warning services through training workshops, and, where possible, pilot projects.”

7. The current and planned investments in modernizing NMHSs and their partner agencies by development agencies with a strong emphasis on service delivery and last mile communication;

The OPAG/PWS suggests that the proposed Task Team bring together expertise from a wide range of disciplines (such as research, observation, GIS, social and behavioural science, hydrology, marine, communication, PWS, DPFS, DRR, media (emphasis on social media), emergency management, development agencies). The suggested Terms of Reference of the Task Team as below have been drafted to address the request from the Commission.

Terms of Reference (TORs)

1. Design and develop a plan to assist Members in implementing the WMO Guidelines on Multi-Hazard, Impact-based forecast and warnings services(MHIFWS) using a multi-disciplinary approach within the framework of a Multi-Hazard Early Warning System.

2. Identify means to promote the concept of Multi-Hazard Impact-based forecasts and warnings among Members.

3. Identify competencies and relevant training needs associated with the wider implementation of MHIFWS.

Deliverables under each of these ToRs to be defined by the TT at its first meeting and reported to CBS-MG by the Chair of OPAG/PWS and the Chair of the TT-IMPACT.

In Scope: 


Establishing requirements for the development of modelling, technology and capacities to support the provision of Multi-Hazard Impact-based Forecast and Warnings Services (MHIBFWS)

Establishing the requirement to monitor and capture information and data on impacts with a view to evaluating the quality of MHIBFWS

Researching and suggesting options for integrating MHIBFWS in existing service delivery initiatives such as SWFDP and CIFDP.

In addition to DRR and emergency operations, identifying the benefit of MHIBFWS to other social and economic sectors, e.g., water resources, health. 

Natural hazards that fall under the responsibility of NMHSs or related agencies (e.g., hydrometeorological and geophysical in origin)

Exploring the possible impacts of climate projections, to enhance the application of climate services.

Making recommendations to the OPAG Chair in regard to establishing a sustainable approach to the work of the TT.

Exploring funding mechanisms for the sustainability of the initiative and allowing future developments.

Out of Scope:


Aeronautical Meteorology


Chemical and Nuclear accidents and similar man-made hazards.

Authorisation is requested from the President of CBS for the establishment of this Task Team with ToRs as defined above. Resources are available within the PWS Programme to support the work of the TT within the current financial period. 

Gerald Fleming

Chair, OPAG/PWS

October 24th 2014 
