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Developing a Methodology to Evaluate Climate Services
Community-level Expert Roundtable

May 18-25, 2013

Kaffrine, Senegal

I. Activity Description:

From May 18-25, 2013, CCAFS, in collaboration with USAID, ICRISAT and a number of CGIAR centers, will be conducting a community-level expert roundtable to develop a gender-responsive Monitoring & Evaluation (M&E) protocol to evaluate the added-value of climate information and advisory services for farmer communities.

The M&E protocol to be developed will have the following main features:

1) Gender-responsive, teasing out the differential outcomes of climate services usage for male and female farmers. Further, it will take a nuanced approach to gender, recognizing that there are often significant differences within gender categories that influence the utility, impact , and uptake of climate services in farmer communities.

2) Quantitative (aiming to put a dollar figure to the added-value of CSs) as well as qualitative (providing insights into the function, uptake, and outcomes/impacts of CSs)

3) Community-based and context-specific: for the development of the M&E protocol, we will be testing the developed methodology in the CCAFS benchmark site of Kaffrine, Senegal as a laboratory to understand meaningful ways to assess value-addition for farmer communities, and learn from communities about how climate services have impact, if at all;

4) Iterative, drawing on principles of Participatory Action Research (PAR) to capture community feedback and innovation, in various stages of the process;

5) Scalable: the developed gender-responsive M&E protocol to evaluate climate services will be applicable to a wide range of different contexts, and across CCAFS benchmark sites where climate services work will be upscaled in years ahead.

This process will build on two recent global initiatives to assess the value of climate information services:

· An expert workshop to develop a methodology to evaluate climate service projects and programs convened by the Climate Services Partnership (CSP) on March 11-12, 2013. This meeting produced guidelines for the development of subsequent concrete and useable evaluation tools and methods for climate service evaluation. The present initiative will build on the guidelines developed out of the CSP expert meeting on assessment;

· the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) expert meeting on Socio-Economic Benefits (SEB) of Weather and Climate services, under the aegis of the Global Framework for Climate Services (GFCS), to be held on April 8-11, 2013 

These initiatives are complemented by a drive within CCAFS and the CGIAR to develop tools and methods to adequately measure the utility of climate information and advisory services for farmers, with ICRISAT serving as a lead in this initiative.

II. Objectives and expected outputs/outcomes:
This activity aims to achieve the follow three objectives:

1) Develop a gender-responsive M&E protocol to measure the added value of climate services for farmer communities (3days)

2) Test the relevance of developed tools in Kaffrine, Senegal, to evaluate the added value of climate information and advisory services for both male and female services (and any other relevant social cleavage identified, eg: small vs. large landholders), learning from target local communities about how climate services have impact;

3) Train teams of surveyors from West Africa on developed M&E protocol.

The main output expected from this activity is a concrete and useable M&E protocol to guide baseline data collection, identify the locally-specific function, benefits, and beneficiaries of climate services, and measure the added-value of climate services. This protocol will link to and inform the climate service evaluation framework developed during the CSP and SEB expert meetings. 

Activities towards the above output include:

· Testing and refinement of M&E protocol with target farmer communities in Kaffrine, Senegal; 

· Collection of baseline data against which to measure climate service program success in the CCAFS benchmark site of Kaffrine, and other trarget regions in Senegal, against which to measure project success;

· Identification of climate services outcomes/impacts in pilot sites;

· Training of teams proficient and able to conduct evaluations of climate service programs in various settings, using the developed assessment protocol whence these become ready for assessment;

Expected outcomes include:

· Improved understanding of why farmers use the climate information/service, Why not?, and contexts in which climate services are or are not useful to support farmer decision-making under a changing climate.

III. Targeted Participants

A total of 15 experts from the evaluation, climate services and agricultural research communities of practice are targeted to attend this expert roundtable.

1) Behavioral Scientist

a. Pablo Suarez, Red Cross Climate Centre

2) Economist

a. Dave Latsan, Miami U

3) Social scientists

a. Edward Carr, South Carolina U.

b. Tshibangu Kalala, South Carolina U

c. Carla Roncoli, Emory U

4) Gender specialists

a. Sarah McKune, UFL

b. Sweta Aggarwal, ICRISAT

c. Jennifer Aldwych, CIAT

5) CGIAR evaluation experts

a. Kizito, ICRISAT

b. Roland, IRRI

c. Philip Thornton

6) CCAFS

a. Jim Hansen/Arame Tall

b. CCAFS WA

c. Patti Kristjanson, CCAFS

7) CSP

a. Cathy Vaughan

8) Red Cross Climate Center

a. Maarten Van Aalst/Erin Coughlan, RCCC

9) Engility

a. Glen Anderson/Lily

10)  Senegal National Met Service

a. Dr. Ousmane Ndiaye

b. Other local actors as needed.

PAGE  
1

