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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Workshop Overview for the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) Implementation Workshop
The World Meteorological Organization (WMO), in collaboration with the Organization for Structured Information Standards (OASIS) and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), will co-sponsor the forthcoming “Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) Implementation Workshop” in Negombo, Sri Lanka, from 17 to 18 June 2014. The host of the workshop is LIRNEasia, a regional part of the Learning Initiatives on Reforms for Network Economies (LIRNE). Based in Sri Lanka, LIRNEasia is a non-profit company seeking to identify the institutional constraints on effective use of Information and Communications Technologies to improve the lives of people in the Asia-Pacific region.

Further information concerning the workshop has now been posted on the WMO Public Weather Services (PWS) Website, and can be accessed at the following web address: http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/CAP_WKshop_2014_en.htm . Experts are encouraged to visit the website periodically for updates.

Background on CAP
The Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) is an OASIS standard adopted as ITU-T Recommendation X.1303. CAP is a simple and general format for emergency alerting and public warning. It is designed for "all-hazards", addressing weather events, earthquakes, tsunami, volcanoes, public health, power outages, and many other emergencies. CAP is also designed for "all-media", addressing communications media ranging from sirens to cell phones, faxes, radio, television, and various digital communication networks including the Internet.

The standard CAP format enables consistent alerts for any kind of emergency simultaneously over many different alerting systems, thus increasing effectiveness while simplifying the alerting task. CAP also facilitates the detection of emerging patterns in local alerts of various kinds.

WMO, ITU, and others are promoting CAP as the foundation standard for public alerting in societies worldwide. Different alerting authorities, intermediaries, and alerting user groups are implementing CAP in operational applications. As CAP messages become available from many different sources, implementers should harmonize how they implement CAP to enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of systems within and across nations. For more about CAP, see the 10-minute WMO video online at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n0iKp60jjtY .

1. Opening of the CAP Implementation Workshop
The “Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) Implementation Workshop” will be convened at the Jetwing Beach hotel., in Negombo Sri Lanka at 8:30 am on 17 June 2014. The Workshop is part of the IOTX Convention, where IOTX stands for the 10th anniversary of the tragic Indian Ocean Tsunami. The Workshop is being organized by the WMO Public Weather Services (PWS) Programme and the WMO Information System (WIS). OASIS and ITU co-sponsor this workshop, as they have co‑sponsored the six prior CAP Workshops.

2. Organization of the Workshop
Workshop experts will be invited to consider the provisional agenda and introduce any necessary amendments prior to its adoption. The experts will agree on the details concerning the organization of its work, including the working hours and any other practical arrangements. This Workshop is a technical event, and all documentation and presentations will be conducted in English only. It should be noted that interpretation will not be provided on this occasion. However, a “List of Participants” will be posted and participants are requested to designate an organizational affiliation.

All documentation for the Workshop will be posted online and linked into the Document Plan at http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/CAPWorkshopDocs2014.html. Additional information about the Workshop may be found un the LIRNEasia Invitation Letter at http://lirneasia.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/LIRNEasia_Invitation_General_v20140304.pdf
Participants are kindly requested to prepare and submit their presentations and/or documents as per the deadlines indicated under the Documentation Plan. The reason is to allow sufficient time for other participating experts to review these presentations prior to the workshop. All participants are welcome to provide input to any agenda item.
3. Presentations by Participants Followed by Discussions
The Workshop will focus on various themes as outlined in the Documentation Plan. Participants at the Workshop will take note of all written contributions received prior to the start of the sessions. These contributions, together with the presentations in person will inform discussions throughout the Workshop.
4. Review of Prior CAP Workshops (2006, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014)
Participants are invited to review Workshop Reports and presentations available online at

   2013
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/amp/pwsp/CAP_2013_en.htm
   2012
http://events.oasis-open.org/home/cap/2012/infodocuments
   2011
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/WIS-CAP_Geneva2011/DocPlan.html 
   2009
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/WIS-CAP_Geneva2009/DocPlan.html 
   2008
http://www.wmo.int/pages/prog/www/ISS/Meetings/WIS-CAP_Geneva2008/DocPlan.html
   2006 
http://www.oasis-open.org/events/ITU-T-OASISWorkshop2006/proceedings.php
5. Closure of the Workshop
The CAP Implementation Workshop is expected to close at 1730 hours on Wednesday, 
18 June 2014.
__________
