Welcome Address on the Occasion of the
CAP Implementation Workshop
by Bilel Jamoussi, Chief, Study Groups Department
Telecommunication Standardization Bureau,
International Telecommunication Union
(WMO Headquarters, 23 April 2013)
Distinguished Participants,
It is with great pleasure that I welcome all of you on behalf of ITU to this Common Alerting Protocol Implementation Workshop. ITU is very pleased to co-sponsor this important event with WMO and OASIS.
ITU is the lead United Nations agency for Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) with a membership of 193 Member States, 700 private sector entities, 52 academia and research institutes.
ITU, with its highly competent membership and technical expertise, is committed to cooperating with UN family organizations, the private sector, the scientific community and civil society in a joint effort to develop an integrated early warning system based on modern technologies.
ITU’s work takes into account the fact that ICTs can save lives regardless of the nature of the disaster, or where it takes place. This is documented in Resolution 136 from the ITU’s Plenipotentiary Conference (The use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies for monitoring and management in emergency and disaster situations for early warning, prevention, mitigation and relief).
In December 2012, the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) in Dubai agreed the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs) that include Article 5 on Safety of live and priority of telecommunications as well as Resolution 2 on globally harmonized national number for access to emergency services.     
ITU has a very long tradition in assisting governments to efficiently manage spectrum and telecommunication resources and to be prepared to respond in the event of disasters. ITU provides the spectrum for earth monitoring for short-, medium- and long-term disaster forecasting. ITU also plays a fundamental role in defining international standards – what we call Recommendations – that enable emergency responders and public authorities to use ICTs when disasters strike. ITU continues to help countries better prepare for, and to mitigate the impact of, natural disasters.   
The ITU Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) technical standards have been developed to allow networks to provide facilities needed for Emergency Communications, including early warning and disaster relief. Recommendation ITU-T X.1303, the Common Alerting Protocol, is one of the outputs of these standards and we are very pleased to see this Recommendation at the heart of this workshop’s discussion.
ITU-T has several activities on standardization of “emergency telecommunications”:
Study Group 2 (SG2), Operational aspects of service provision and telecommunications management, has been designated by the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) the Lead Study Group for Telecommunication for Disaster Relief/Early Warning.

Work is progressing on development of a draft Recommendation on Telecommunications for Disaster Relief (E.tdr), and on a draft Supplement on Guidelines to select Message Identifiers for Land Mobile Alerting Broadcast Capabilities for Civic Purposes.

Study Group 13 (SG13), Future networks including cloud computing, mobile and next-generation network (NGN), approved Recommendation ITU-T Y.2705.  It covers the Minimum Security Requirements for Interconnection of Emergency Telecommunications Service (ETS). This will allow ETS to be supported with the necessary security protection between different national networks with bilateral and/or multilateral agreements in times of disaster and emergencies.

A revision is underway of Recommendation ITU-T Y.2705, which is a framework on network requirements and capabilities to support emergency telecommunications over evolving circuit-switched and packet-switched networks.

Study Group 11 (SG11), Signalling requirements, protocols and test specifications, approved Q Suppl. 57 Supplement on Signalling Protocol Mappings in Support of Emergency Telecommunications Service in IP Networks. It provides guidance for mapping required signalling protocol attributes to support the proper set-up and admission of ETS for various protocols, including ISUP, SIP, Recommendation ITU-T H.248, Recommendation ITU-T H.225, and Diameter.

Study Group 16 (SG16), Multimedia coding, systems and applications, consented Recommendation ITU-T H.248.81 Amendment 1 "Gateway control protocol: Guidelines on the use of the IEPS call indicator and priority indicator in ITU-T H.248 profiles: New Appendix II, plus additions and corrections" describing interaction between the emergency telecommunications system and explicit congestion notification.
Study Group 17 (SG17), Security, is looking forward to input on the planned revision of Recommendation ITU-T X.1303 from OASIS on CAP version 1.2.

A new Focus Group (FG) was established in January 2012 on Disaster Relief Systems, Network Resilience and Recovery (FG-DR&NRR). It surveys use cases, disaster classification, compiles requirements for network resilience and recovery, and studies disaster relief systems. The FG is open to participation by non-ITU-T members.

Finally, I would like to inform you that ITU has a conformance and interoperability programme to ensure that different products and services complying with ITU Standards provide a level of interoperability. I am sure this will be welcomed by implementers of the ITU Common Alerting Protocol.
I wish you a most productive Workshop that will contribute to the prompt and worldwide implementation of CAP.
Thank you for participating.
