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Specialist Competencies of a PWS forecaster

Competencies for:
· Production of accurate and timely public weather forecasts and warnings

· Media liaison, outreach and public communication

Core Competencies

Operational meteorology

· meteorological diagnostic skills appropriate for preparing public weather forecasts and warnings

· knowledge of geography and orographic effects, climate, observing network appropriate for < country, state, province >

· knowledge of the requirements of each type of public weather forecast and warning

Tools, systems

· ability to use operational systems relevant to the Public Weather Service, including observational monitoring, guidance and forecast preparation systems

· ability to appropriately respond to system failure

Written Communication

Writing skills appropriate for:
· All public forecasts and warnings

· Case studies

· Contributing to the preparation and maintenance of operational manuals

· Creating presentations for peers

· Creating training resources

Public Speaking

Presentation skills appropriate for:
· representing the Public Weather Service to external agencies and at public forums

· peer and group discussion

· hosting visits to the Public Weather Service

· Media interviews regarding current and expected weather, including responding appropriately to unexpected questions

Relationships

· Willingness to establish and maintain ongoing relationships with the media

· Willingness and ability to actively engage with key users and the public

User focus

· Sensitivity to and understanding of the needs of users of public weather services

· Understanding of the work of journalists and media agencies

Self-management

· ability to manage time pressure and meet operational deadlines

Situational awareness and responsiveness

· ability to respond in a timely and appropriate fashion to:
· system faults

· deviations (actual or anticipated) of the PWS forecast from actual conditions

Development of meteorological knowledge and forecasting techniques

· ability to undertake case studies and situation reviews

· ability to identify personal scientific developmental needs

Development of peers

· ability to assist in the training of colleagues

Development of standards and recommended practices

· ability to suggest improvements to standards and recommended practices

Capability to interpret weather forecasts into impacts
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