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Societal Impacts Program
• Societal Impacts Program

– Mission

– www.sip.ucar.edu
– lazo@ucar.edu

• National Center for Atmospheric Research

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
– federal agency focused on the condition of the oceans and the 

 
atmosphere

– major supporter of the Madrid Conference
– funded development of the Economics Primer

. . . improve the societal gains from weather forecasting by infusing 
social science and economic research, methods, and capabilities into 
the planning, execution, and analysis of weather information, 
applications, and research directions.

http://www.sip.ucar.edu/
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1 ‐
 

Primary Research
“Internal”

 

Funding
‐

 

Overall US Sector Sensitivity Assessment
‐

 

Household Survey
‐

 

Communicating Uncertainty (WAF –

 

October 2008)
‐

 

Sources, perceptions, uses, and values (BAMS – May 2009)
‐

 

Geospatial Analysis – under preparation (WCAS)
‐

 

Analysis of Decision Making – under preparation (Meteo. Appl.)
‐

 

Hurricane Household Valuation (Weather and Forecasting)
‐

 

Storm Data
‐

 

Communication of Forecast Uncertainty (BAMS Nov 2009)

External Funding
‐

 

Google‐Africa (Google)
‐

 

Hurricane Forecast Improvement Project (NOAA)
‐

 

Communicating Hurricane Information (NSF)
‐

 

Warning Decisions: Extreme Weather Events (NSF)
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Warning Decisions: Extreme Weather Events Warning Decisions: Extreme Weather Events 

Overview
‐

 

Integrated study of warning systems and processes with a focus on 
‐

 

hurricanes in Miami, Florida
‐

 

flash floods in Boulder, Colorado
‐

 

Economics, meteorology, sociology, and risk communication

Objectives
‐

 

address role of uncertainty throughout 

 
the warning process

‐

 

identify factors influencing 

 
organizational and public decision 

 
making and action during extreme 

 
weather events;

‐

 

characterize public preferences 
for different attributes of forecast
and warning information.
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2 ‐
 

Weather and Society Integrated  Studies 
 (WAS*IS)

Integrate weather and social science to 

 empower practitioners, researchers, and 

 stakeholders, in all sectors of the weather 

 enterprise, to forge new relationships and 

 to use new tools for more effective socio‐

 economic applications and evaluations of 

 weather products.

-7 workshops - 197 participants

-Demuth, et al. BAMS

-Planning for next year:
- Boulder Summer 2010
- WAS*IS Caribbean
- WAS*IS Canada
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3 ‐
 

Information Resources
– Extreme Weather Sourcebook – updated to 2006

• $11.6B / year weather damages (1955-2006)
• Led to research project on quality of damage data

– Weather and Society Watch
• 300+ subscribers
• Quarterly newsletter – including special issue for AMS mtg.
• Contributions from you!

– Societal Impacts Program Discussion Board
• 200+ participants

www.sip.ucar.eduwww.sip.ucar.edu
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4 ‐
 

Develop and Support Weather Impacts Community
WMO

- WWRP Social and Economic Research and Applications Working Group
- Public Weather Service Task Force
- Morss, Lazo, Brown, Brooks, Ganderton, and Mills. 2008. BAMS

NOAA
- Social Science Working Group
- ESRL-NCAR Seminar Series
- Weather and Water Mission Goal
- Hurricane Forecast Socio-Economic Working Group

AMS
- Board on Societal Impacts
- Ad Hoc Committee Uncertainty in Forecasts
- Policy Forum on Valuation
- Editor - Weather, Climate, and Society

NRC
- Communication Uncertainty
- Multifunction Phased Array Radar
- USWRP Summer Workshop 2009
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Your Objectives for the Workshop
• What are your objectives for this workshop?
• What are your expectations for this workshop?
• What would we need to do / what would have 

 to happen in the next five days for you to feel 
 this workshop was successful?

• What do you want to be able to do / need to be 
 able to do when you go home?

• Write down the names or 3 economists you can 
 work with/ will work with on economic analysis 
 projects when you go back home?
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