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Summary and purpose of the document 

 
This document provides information on activities undertaken in liaison with the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO).  This includes, in particular, the revision 
of MSC No. 1017, the Marine Meteorological Services Monitoring Programme and 
the expansion of the Global Maritime Safety Services and the World-Wide 
Navigational Warning Services into Arctic waters. 
 

 
ACTION PROPOSED 

 The Team will review the information contained in this report, and comment and make 
decisions or recommendations as appropriate. See part A for the details of recommended actions. 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Appendices: A. MSC.1/Circ.1293 (replacing MSC Circ. 1017) 

B. Marine Meteorological Services Monitoring Programme (letter and questionnaire) 
C. Limits of METAREAs 
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- A - DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL REPORT 
 
WMO Voluntary Observing Ship’ (VOS) Scheme 
 
III-4.2.1 The Team noted with appreciation, that following the SOT-IV recommendations, and the 
follow up discussions with the VOSP Chairperson, the SOT Chairperson, and the Secretariat, a 
revised version of the MSC Circ. 1017 “Participation in the WMO Voluntary Observing Ships' (VOS) 
Scheme” (11 June 2001), was submitted to the eighty-fifth Session of the IMO Maritime Safety 
Committee (MSC), London, 26 November to 5 December 2008. The MSC revoked MSC/Circ. 1017 
and issued MSC.1/Circ.1293 on 10 December 2008.  
 
III-4.2.2 The new circular addresses ship owners and masters concerns with regard to VOS data 
exchange, and indicates how the WMO community is addressing the issue. It enlightens the need for 
the VOS scheme participation of the shipping industry vis-à-vis the concerns expressed.  It also 
includes references to the Regulation V/5 on Meteorological Services and Warnings of the SOLAS 
convention. A copy of the Circular is provided in Appendix A. 
 
Marine Meteorological Services Monitoring Programme 
 
III-4.2.3 The Team noted that the new questionnaire to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the 
weather and sea bulletins, produced and transmitted by National Meteorological Services, was sent 
out by the Secretariat in March 2009. It requested the Port Meteorological Officers and National VOS 
Focal Points to fully, engage in this exercise and to ensure the maximum distribution of the 
questionnaire to shipmasters.  
 
Expansion of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and the Worldwide 
Navigational Warning Service (WWNWS) into Arctic Waters 
 
III-4.2.4 The Team noted that in 2006, IMO decided to expand the Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS) and the World-Wide Navigational Warning Service (WWNWS) into the whole of the 
Arctic Ocean, including the opening of the Northern Sea Route for international shipping. The Team 
therefore, discussed the possibility of expanding the VOS scheme and the PMO network into the Arctic 
region, and agreed that this would require identifying maritime companies sailing regularly in the region 
and likely to provide long-term commitment to the VOS, as well as establishing PMO offices at 
appropriate ports in the region. The Team invited its members to investigate that option and discuss 
with maritime companies as appropriate (action; SOT members; SOT-VI). 
 
- B - BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
WMO Voluntary Observing Ship’ (VOS) Scheme 
 
1. At the Third SOT Session (Brest, France, 7-12 March 2005), the Voluntary Observing Ship 
(VOS) Panel Chairperson, Ms Julie Fletcher, reminded the Meeting that some recent recruitment 
opportunities had been unsuccessful. This was because the Duty Officer in charge could not justify 
taking weather observations as part of his/her normal duties (in accordance to the ship’s standing 
orders).  The Meeting agreed that despite the SOLAS convention, and the importance it places on 
taking weather observations, there is a clear need for further promotion of the VOS.  The session 
recalled, that Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) Circular No. 1017, “Participation in the World 
Meteorological Organization Voluntary Observing Ship’ (VOS) Scheme”, was issued by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) on 11 June 2001, in response to a request sent from the 
WMO to the IMO. It revoked a previous MSC Circular (MSC/Circ. 674.) issued in 1994, regarding the 
same matter and with the intent of enhancing the recruitment of merchant ships in the VOS Scheme.  
The MSC/Circ. No. 1017 included a brochure describing the VOS Scheme and its goals. 
 
2. It was agreed during the SOT-III session, that reissuing such a MSC Circular might encourage 
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greater VOS recruitment.  The meeting requested the VOS Chairperson and the WMO Secretariat to 
prepare an updated version of the Annex to MSC Circular 1017, and requested the WMO Secretariat 
to send a request to the IMO Secretariat to issue a MSC Circular accordingly.  The session noted that 
a MSC Circular often did not reach mariners on ships and encouraged the PMO and VOS operators to 
provide a copy of said MSC Circular to mariners once it had been issued. 
 
3. A draft of a revised MSC/Circ. 1017 was reviewed by the WMO-IMO Consultative meeting, 
Geneva, 12-13 February 2007. The meeting recommended to address the ship owners and masters 
concerns with regard to VOS data exchange in the revised circular and to indicate how the WMO 
community was addressing the issue. The revised circular should enlighten the need for the VOS 
scheme participation of the shipping industry vis-à-vis the concerns expressed.  It should also include 
references to the Regulation V/5 on Meteorological Services and Warnings of the SOLAS convention.  
The Meeting agreed that the revised draft circular should be considered by the Fourth SOT meeting for 
complementing it.   

 
4. The fourth SOT meeting (SOT-IV), Geneva, Switzerland, 16-21 April 2007, recalled the 
recommendations from the WMO-IMO consultative meeting, regarding the update of the MSC circular 
1017. That recommendation sought to include in a revised version of the MSC circular reference to the 
concerns expressed by ship owners and masters regarding VOS data exchange. The VOSP 
chairperson was asked to liaise with the WMO Secretariat in this matter, in view of submitting the 
revised circular to the IMO MSC at its 83rd session. 

 
5. A new draft version was discussed with the VOSP Chair and the Secretariat and submitted to 
the eighty-fifth Session of the IMO Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), London, 26 November to 5 
December 2008. MSC revoked MSC/Circ. 1017 and issued MSC.1/Circ.1293 on 10 December 2008. 
The new Circular is provided in Appendix A. 
 
Marine Meteorological Services Monitoring Programme 
 
6. One of the primary focuses and goals of JCOMM/ETMSS is to ensure that NMHSs delivery 
high quality products and services in support of the expressed requirements of users, nationally, 
regionally and globally.  Direct interaction with and feedback from users is an essential part of the 
provision of high quality and valuable marine services.  Development of the marine meteorological 
services (MMS) monitoring programme, was initiated by the former Commission for Marine 
Meteorology (CMM) in 1981 and user surveys have been conducted every four years. 
 
7. Subsequent sessions of the CMM, and then JCOMM, had reviewed the results of these 
surveys, and re-iterated their value to WMO Members and endorsed their continuation of support.  
JCOMM-II agreed on the need to continue maintaining a systematic long-term global MMS monitoring 
programme, based on the questionnaire and response format presently in use.  The Commission also 
requested the ETMSS, to investigate the feasibility of expanding the survey to non-GMDSS users, to 
continue to make the survey available via the relevant JCOMM Web sites, and to publicise this 
availability amongst mariners as much as possible. 
 
8. The IMO NAVTEX Coordinating Panel informed WMO that, from their survey on NAVTEX in 
general, a large number of mariners showed a concern on lack of commonality and ease of 
understanding with regard to weather information. 
 
9. Based on that, a new questionnaire, adapted for the SOLAS and non-SOLAS vessels, was 
discussed and adopted by ETMSS-II (Angra dos Reis, Brazil, January 2007), including some changes 
proposed by the SOT-III in 2005 to clarify terms for ships where English was not necessarily the first 
language.  In addition, ETMSS-II requested Michael Myrsilidis (Greece – ETMSS member), Val Swail 
(Canada – ETWS chairperson) and Vasily Smolyanitsky (Russian Federation – ETSI chairperson) to 
adapt the questionnaire to include sections on sea-state and sea-ice information and on the use of 
abbreviations in NAVTEX bulletins. The new updated questionnaire was then reviewed and adopted 
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by the SOT-IV in April 2007. 
 
10. The Task Team on Maritime Safety Information, created under the ETMSS, again reviewed this 
questionnaire in Mach 2009, taking advantage of the participation of IMO and IHO representatives at 
the meeting. A final version of the questionnaire was sent in March 2009, to Port Meteorological Officers 
- Useful Contacts and National VOS Focal Points for distribution (see Appendix B). Results of this 
questionnaire will be presented to the third session of the JCOMM, in November 2009. 
 
Expansion of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and the Worldwide 
Navigational Warning Service (WWNWS) into Arctic Waters 
 
11. IMO decided to expand the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and the 
World-Wide Navigational Warning Service (WWNWS) into the whole Arctic Ocean, including the 
opening of the Northern Sea Route for international shipping.  It therefore established (IMO/COMSAR-
10, London, March 2006) a joint IMO/IHO/WMO correspondence group on Arctic Maritime Safety 
Information (MSI) services to address this expansion.  The definition and endorsement of the boundary 
limits of 5 new Arctic NAVAREAs/METAREAs (see Appendix C) and the formal endorsement of the 
commitments by Member States / Members to serve as ad-hoc NAVAREAs Co-ordinators (IMO MSC-
83, October 2007) and METAREAs Issuing Services (WMO EC-LX, June 2008), i. e. Canada, Norway 
and the Russian Federation, have been achieved. 
 
12. The WMO Executive Council (June 2008) welcomed and endorsed the commitments by the 
following NMHSs to serve as METAREA Issuing Service as follows: 
 

• Environment Canada for METAREAs XVII and XVIII; 
 
• Norwegian Meteorological Institute for METAREA XIX; 
 
• Roshydromet for METAREAs XX and XXI. 

 
13. ETMSS has contributed to the work of the Correspondence Group and, has begun to assist 
Arctic METAREA Issuing Services in developing their own operating plan and timelines for the 
implementation of operational services.  However, the implementation of operational service is still to 
be organized by the Issuing Services within the next 2 years, with the support and coordination of the 
WMO Secretariat and the ETMSS.  The estimated date for IMO, IHO and WMO to, officially declare 
the system fully, operational is 2010/2011. 
 
14. Taking into account that VOS meteorological reports provide vital real-time information on the 
ocean weather conditions that improve the quality of the forecasts and warnings issued, through the 
SafetyNET and International NAVTEX services for mariners at sea, and as these services are 
necessary for the Arctic region, the Team is invited to consider the expansion of the VOS scheme and 
the PMO network into the Arctic region. 
 
 

____________ 
 
Appendix: 3 
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APPENDIX A 

 
MSC.1/CIRC.1293, 10 DECEMBER 2008  

PARTICIPATION IN THE VOLUNTARY OBSERVING SHIP’S (VOS) SCHEME 
(replacing MSC Circ. 1017) 
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APPENDIX B 
 

MARINE METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES MONITORING PROGRAMME 
(LETTER AND QUESTIONNAIRE) 
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APPENDIX C 
 

LIMITS OF METAREAS 
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