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Outline

Facts about “Piracy at Sea”.
Concerns for the VOS. 
National responses. 
Response by SOT.
Proposed further action.
Short-term solutions (or problems?).
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Piracy – The Cold Hard Facts

325 reported attacks against ships in 2004, compared 
to 445 in 2003.

The number of crew killed increased to 30, compared 
to 21 in 2003. 

Eighty-six crew kidnapped with ransoms demanded for 
their release.

2004 Piracy Report released by the ICC International Maritime Bureau
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Weekly Update: 1-7 Feb 2005

07/02/2005 at 0400 LT at Buenaventura inner anchorage 3, Colombia.
06/02/2005 at 1936 UTC in posn: 01:21.6S-116:58.3E, Balikpapan
anchorage, Indonesia.
03/02/2005 at 1530 UTC in posn: 03:12S - 116:21E, Kota Baru anchorage, 
Indonesia.
02/02/2005 at 0245 LT in posn: 01:16N - 104:10E, Singapore Straits.
02/02/2005 at 0130 LT at Chittagong anchorage, Bangladesh.
02/02/2005 at 0350 LT at Kandla anchorage, India.
01/02/2005 at 0030 LT at Tan Thuan port off Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

http://cargolaw.com/presentations_casualties.html
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Report of Kota Baru Attack

“6 pirates armed with knives boarded bulk carrier. They hit 
the duty A/B on his head & tied him up. D/O sent cadet to 
look for A/B but robbers held knife at his throat & tied him 
up. Robbers opened forward locker & tried to steal ship's 
stores. D/O raised alarm & crew mustered. Robbers stole 
ships equipment & escaped in unlit boat. Master called 
port control but received no response.”
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IMO to Act on Piracy

“The International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) is to hold a diplomatic conference 
in London in October to bolster treaties 
concerning terrorism, piracy and other 
criminal activities directed against 
shipping on the high seas.”

Australian Maritime Digest, 1 Feb 2005.
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Concerns for the VOS

http://www.sailwx.info/
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National Responses

Australia:
• Since mid-2003, the loss of >5000 AWS-generated BBXX p.a. 

sent on the GTS after a fishing company found one of its ship’s 
BBXX plotted on the web; and

• Threat from another company in late-2004 to withdraw its 8 
ships carrying LNG after finding some of its vessels’ BBXX 
plotted on the web.

Philippines:
• Barber Ship Management request in mid-2005 that its ships 

suppress weather reporting; and
• One Master’s objection to this request on the basis of SOLAS.
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National Responses

Japan:
• Request from JMA in late-2005 that all Japanese VOS use the 

generic SHIP callsign; and
• Loss of >300 VOS between March 2005 and Dec 2005 due to 

ship owners’ increasing concerns for ship safety. 
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Response by SOT

Ship’s safety & security was raised at SOT-III (Brest, 
March 2005) with a recommendation to WMO to stop 
BBXX getting into the public domain, i.e. on the web.

SOT recommendation on ship’s safety & security was 
discussed at WMO EC-57 (Geneva, June-July 2005), 
but the extent of the problem was not fully appreciated. 

SOT recommendation on ship’s safety & security was 
discussed at JCOMM-II (Halifax, September 2005).
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