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Our ref.:
14811-06/APP/O/MC
GENEVA, 31 March 2006
Annex:
1 (available in English only)

Subject:
Annual report for 2005 of the Global Collecting Centres (GCCs) under the revised Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme (MCSS) of WMO

Action required:
(1)
For information


(2)
To maintain and expand contributions of ships' meteorological reports to the GCCs under the revised MCSS
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Dear Sir/Madam,

Under the revised Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme (MCSS) adopted by the eleventh session of the Commission for Marine Climatology (CMM), (Lisbon, April 1993) through Recommendation 11 (CMM-XI), two Global Collecting Centres (GCCs) were established, in Germany and the United Kingdom, to collect all marine climatological data observed worldwide, ensure that minimum quality control procedures have been applied; generate complete, duplicated global data sets; and provide these data sets to the Responsible Members under the MCSS.

I now have pleasure in enclosing herewith, for your information, the annual report for 2005 of the GCCs, giving details of their operations and the status of data collection.  The report is available in English only.

To:
Permanent Representative of Members of WMO operating Voluntary Observing Ships

cc:
VOS Focal points
)


GCC Germany and GCC United Kingdom
)


Executive Secretary, IOC
)


Co-presidents of JCOMM
)


Coordinator, JCOMM Data Management Programme Area
)


JCOMM Expert Team on Marine Climatology
)  (for information)


Chairperson, JCOMM Ship Observations Team
)


Chairperson, JCOMM VOS Panel
)


VOS Climate Project Focal Points
)


Chairman, GCOS/WCRP Atmospheric Observations Panel
)


  for Climate (AOPC)
)


Chairman, GCOS/GOOS/WCRP Ocean Observations Panel
)


  for Climate (OOPC)
)


Chairperson, JCOMM Task Team on VOSClim
)

In 2005, the total amount of collected data decreased slightly compared to 2004 but overall quality improved. There remain more than half of Contributing Members (i.e. Members operating Voluntary Observing Ships) who have not made any submission in 2005. A number of reports containing formatting errors, or lacking information, or duplicated could have been avoided. I would therefore encourage Contributing Members to make every effort possible to apply MQCS properly prior to submission of the data to the GCCs. Consolidated MQC for Contributing Member software is available from GCCs and version 3 will be available soon. I draw your attention to the fact that at its second session in Halifax in September 2005, the Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology adopted a new IMMT-III format as well as new MQCS-V format, mainly to deal with new VOSClim requirements. While operational implementation of IMMT-III is planned for 2007, and previous formats can still be used, it is recommended that all contributions from Members should be made in the same format.

Regarding VOSClim, while submissions have been of higher quality, they have been received from only six of the nine Contributing Members and only 25% of VOSClim reports contained additional elements permitted with the new IMMT format. It is recommended to avoid splitting elements from the same observation in different reports. It would be preferable to delay submission of the report. On the other hand, it has been noted that many ships not participating in the VOSClim had actually provided reports with additional elements coded. Contributing Members are encouraged to take steps in order for these ships to meet VOSClim requirements and joint the fleet. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to the GCC Germany and the GCC United Kingdom for their efforts in operating the centres and in supporting the VOS Climate Project.


Yours faithfully,

(Hong Yan)


for the Secretary-General

