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Summary and purpose of the document

This document also provides information on support that Mr Kramp has
provided to the VOS Panel during the last intersessional period.

ACTION PROPOSED

The VOS Panel will be providing further guidance to the SOT Technical Coordinator
regarding the kind of support he can provide to the Team.

Appendices: A. VOS status Maps



SOT-8/Doc. 8.1.2

-A- DRAFT TEXT FOR INCLUSION IN THE FINAL REPORT

8.1.2.1 The SOT Technical Coordinator, Mr Martin Kramp reported on his activities in support of
the VOS Panel during the last intersessional period. He used the opportunity to thank the Panel
members for their good cooperation and feedback since SOT-7.

8.1.2.2 The production of regular maps has been resumed in early 2013, and ever since evolved
with a growing number of maps focusing on special VOS aspects (such as parameters, masking,
automatization, regional). Mr Kramp presented the current set of VOS maps and demonstrated the
structure of multi-layer pdf versions. He requested feedback from the Panel on further
requirements.

8.1.2.3 Mr Kramp reported on the platform metadata control performed on a monthly basis by the
TC, and demonstrated how day-to-day information available at E-Surfmar are extracted, analyzed
and archived. He thanked the Panel for the ongoing cooperation in platform metadata matters, and
stressed that providing complete and coherent platform metadata (including mask information and
mandatory footnotes) is crucial for monitoring, and performance measurement.

8.1.2.4 Mr Kramp explained that in contrast to monitoring reports from other sources,
JCOMMOPS VOS reports are manually revised to exclude numerous and partly difficult to identify
non-VOS platforms. He recommended a more appropriate use of table 2201 (vessel type) to
facilitate this analysis.

8.1.2.5 The Panel noted that numerous duplicates had been identified on the GTS, with a large
number having bilateral agreements as identified (and in the meantime mostly eliminated) origin.
Bilateral agreements also allowed identifying missing data from the GTS. JCOMMOPS VOS
reports take into account these circumstances.

8.1.2.6 Mr Kramp reported on ongoing recruiting activities with 3" party contributors (see also
agenda item 7.8), that frequently operate in undersampled sea areas (e.g. yachts in the Southern
Ocean). Recurrent issues with such contributors are i) complexity of TurboWin without appropriate
training, and ii) missing instrument recommendations. He stated that ship operators had shown
willingness to self-fund more appropriate equipment, and to use existing email facilities for the
transmission of the observations. Data from ship-owned instruments are mostly available from the
navigation system (standardized NMEA data stream), and automated test submissions
successfully took place in 2014.

8.1.2.8 Mr Kramp attended in 2014 the yearly International Research Ship Operators Meeting
(IRSO) and presented details of the VOS Scheme with the goal to facilitate the collection and GTS-
transmission of meteorological data from more research ships. Progress is expected by the next
session of IRSO in October 2015.

8.1.2.9 The Panel thanked Mr Kramp for the good progress in VOS support and monitoring, and
made the following recommendations:

() The Panel members, with assistance of the SOT Technical Coordinator to identify
resources and initiate the development of “Turbowin Light” (possibly as option in
TurboWin), or similar software for basic parameters, and/or smartphone application
(action; Panel members and M. Kramp; SOT-9); and

(i) The Panel members, with assistance of the SOT Technical Coordinator to identify
resources and initiate the development of a sensor-free mini-AWS or application, using data
from ship-owned instruments (NMEA data stream) and satellite facilities to code and submit
3" party observations (action; Panel members and M. Kramp; SOT-9);

3.4.16 The Panel decided on the following action items:
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(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)
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The SOT Technical Coordinator to continue with 3rd party recruiting activities, with a focus
on undersampled sea areas (action; M. Kramp; ongoing);

The SOT Technical Coordinator to expand a cooperation with IRSO, with the aim to receive
more data from research vessels (possibly without involvement of a NMS) (action; M.
Kramp; SOT-9);

The SOT Technical Coordinator to routinely produce new maps and statistics focusing on
[TBD] (action; M. Kramp; SOT-9).

Registration of all non-VOS platforms as “other” (OT, table 2201) vessel type (vssl) with
appropriate footnote (Pub47 and E-Surfmar), until an appropriate metadata collection
mechanism for such platforms has been set up by the DBCP coordinator (action; Panel
members; ongoing); and

The chair of the Task Team on Instrument Standards, with assistance from the SOT
Technical Coordinator to create a list of existing, complying, and cost-effective 3" party
equipment (action; H. Kleta; Apr. 2016).
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APPENDIX A

VOS MAPS
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Ship Observations Team VO3S by recruiting Country
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Ship Observations Team VOS by GTS Centre (Number of observations in period) January 2015
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Ship Observations Team VOS - Air Pressure January 2015
(Adtive platform IDs / number of observations in pered)

VOS (1447 /156833) - Observations without Air Pressure (5063)
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