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� 2014 Deployments and 2015 Plans

� Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological 
Laboratory

� National Data Buoy Center

� Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

� Naval Oceanographic Office

� Technical Developments



1660 drifters deployed in the period 1 Aug 2013 to 1 Aug 2014.



Current status: 1383 buoys, all reporting on GTS















� Buoy Deployments

� PMEL continues to test the Tropical-Flex (T-flex) buoy 
alongside PMEL legacy moorings.  T-Flex moorings 
communicate via Iridium modem and Seabird 
electronics replace legacy PMEL temperature 
thermistors.

� NDBC has deployed 35 TAO Refresh buoys in the 
TAO array and will continue deploying them until 
the array is completely refreshed.





� The TAO moorings are run by the NOAA National Data Buoy Center
(NDBC), and are part of the TAO/TRITON mooring array which 
spans the Tropical Pacific. The NDBC has been informed that 
vandalism continues to plague the TAO array, especially in the eastern 
sector, which drastically reduces the data available for assimilation 
into models and for climate research. Therefore, the NDBC has 
decided to reduce the publically available position information on its 
website, as one of several counter-vandalism measures. The mooring 
positions are available to the nearest 0.1 degree when transmitted 
through the Global Telecommunications System (GTS), and to 
nominal mooring position on the TAO website.  

� NDBC will provide the high resolution position of each TAO Mooring 
to stakeholders and members of the climate and research community 
who request this information.   Questions or queries should be 
directed to shannon.mcarthur@noaa.gov.
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