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2013 Deployments and 2014 Plans
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Technical Developments



1513 drifters deployed in the period 1 Aug 2012 to 1 Aug 2013.



Current status: 1035 buoys, all reporting on GTS
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Drifting Buoy Design 
Recommendations

Ruggedized tether
High quality batteries
More accurate SST (0.05C)
Ruggedized drogue design

Scripps Institution of Oceanography
Completed design and began production of SVP and SVPB
Evaluating new tether material on SIO units

Buoy Deployments
PMEL continues to test the Tropical-Flex (T-flex) buoy alongside 
PMEL legacy moorings.  T-Flex moorings communicate via 
Iridium modem and Seabird electronics replace legacy PMEL 
temperature thermistors.
NDBC has deployed 28 Refresh buoys in the TAO array and will 
continue deploying them until the array is completely refreshed.



Questions:
Rick.Lumpkin@noaa.gov
Shannon.McArthur@noaa.gov
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