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First Prototype #508430
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Modem - Antennae
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Status (non exhaustive)

1- Four first (Metocean) prototypes deployed at sea
WMO 62508 (2006/10/26- 2007/02/21) (45°N/10°W – 48°N/5°W) – 118 days at sea*

*re-deployed WMO 44746 (2007/05/03 – 2007/09/28) (43°N/63°W – 44°N/47°W) – 148 days at sea

WMO 62509 (2006/11/18 –2007/07/07) (45°N/38°W- 46°N/13°W) 242 days at sea 

WMO 44747 (2007/05/03- ) (42°N/62°W- ) In operation

2- GTS data processing developed and operational 
(FM 18 BUOY code) at Meteo France/CMM 

4-New prototypes ready to be deployed:  (2 Metocean, 2 Pacific Gyre, 1 Marlin) 
off Nova Scotia – in Indian Ocean (3) and in South Atlantic (7 Met Office, 1 
SAMS)…

40 buoys in order for ESURFMAR – 10 ones by INCOIS
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3- 2 Metocean (WMO 25617 – 25618) deployed in 
the Arctic Ocean by 87°N.

-2 Marlin (WMO 61501(MF) – 61502 (SAMS)) 
deployed in the Black Sea.



Data transmission
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Format V3.2
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Data availability and timeliness (1)

Transmission delays from 30-10-2006 to 05-12-2006
36 days of comparison between Iridium and Argos data transmissions
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Data availability and timeliness (3)

Transmission delays from 20-11-2006 to 23-04-2007
155 days of comparison between Iridium and Argos data transmissions
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Data availability and timeliness (4)
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Transmission from 2007/09/17 to 2007/09/24



QC WMO 44747
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http://www.meteo.shom.fr/qctools/



QC WMO 61501
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QC WMO 25617
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Position
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Data quality
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Metocean (Technological parameter)

Histogram of time delays to connect to Iridium
First Iridium SVP-B prototypes evaluated by Meteo-France 
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Metocean Buoy lifetimes
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Metocean Iridium SVP-B drifters - Battery Voltage
Last update: 01 October 2007
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Costs 

2 ARGOS = 3 IRIDIUM
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Iridium buoys are more expensive than Argos ones

Iridium buoys have shorter lifetimes than Argos ones

Iridium communications are cheaper than Argos ones



DBCP Pilot Programme

Agreed at the last DBCP session

Aims:

Evaluate the feasibility of Iridium technology for real-
time telecommunication of drifter data under various 
conditions e.g. rough seas, wide temperatures 
ranges…

At least 50 units deployed worlwide

See http://www.jcommops.org/dbcp/iridium-pp for more details
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http://www.jcommops.org/dbcp/iridium-pp
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