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The Drifter Data Assembly Center (DAC) is part of the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS) Center operated at NOAA/AOML.  The primary goal of the DAC is to collect and provide uniform quality control of sea surface temperature (SST) and surface velocity measurements and make them available to the oceanographic community in an effort to improve ocean monitoring and climate prediction.  These measurements are obtained in collaboration with other national and international partners.


This presentation will focus on new products that expand the use of our drifter program data.   One new product provides hurricane forecasters with meteorological and surface oceanographic data in the hurricane development sector of the Atlantic Ocean.  In an effort to provide the pertinent data for hurricane and prediction, each year Surface Velocity Program drifters equipped with barometer and wind sensors are deployed.

This year’s hurricane array is composed of nine drifters provided by AOML and deployed northeast of Brazil by the Navy, in May 2000.  Eight additional drifters were provided by the Navy and deployed east of the Bahamas in August 2000.  Daily drifter tracks, and data files are available through the DAC WEB page.  Other processed historical drifter data can be downloaded from the WEB, including drifter trajectories and monthly and seasonal SST and surface velocity fields.

At the beginning of October 2000, there were 813 buoys transmitting from all programs from which AOML Drifter Data Assembly Center receives and processes data (Figure a). The Evolution of the Global Drifter Array since 1988 is shown in Figure b.
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Figure a
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Figure b

DAC’s New Products on the WEB

www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/dacdata.html

· Interpolated Drifter Data.

· Hurricane array drifter trajectories, with hurricane tracks and data files, updated daily.

· Seasonal mean velocity plots, variance around the mean velocity and number of point contour maps by basin.

· Seasonal Mean velocity world data files.

· Altimeter and GTS near real time data.
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