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Argo is a large international project that aims to supply global surveys of the climatic state and the internal dynamics of the top 2000 metres of the global ocean, every 10 days.  This talk will provide a summary of the current status of profiling floats intended for use in Argo, the objectives of Argo and the progress taken so far towards implementation.  As of writing the national and international entities contributing to Argo are, Australia, Canada, the E.U., France, Germany, Japan, Korea, UK, Unesco and USA.  Though there are strong indications that other countries will join us shortly.  All countries have agreed that the data will be made available on the GTS and on the world wide web in near-real-time and agree that no data should be delayed by more than 12 hours.  Deployment of the float array in the global ocean will be a significant challenge but exprimental deployments from aircraft have been extremely successful and the entire project appears to be quite tractable.

