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Our ref.:
14405-05/APP/O/WWSS-Q2
GENEVA, 30 March 2005

Annexes:
4 (available in English only)

Subject:
Questionnaire survey for the dynamic part of the Guide to Wave Analysis and Forecasting (WMO-No. 702)

Action required:
To return questionnaire to Mr Val Swail by 15 April 2005
Dear Sir/Madam,

You may recall that the first session of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM-I) (Akureyri, Iceland, June 2001) noted that the cataloguing of operational wave models has become an established activity and regular updates are a useful means of disseminating information to Members/Member States on the nature and status of models currently in use.  JCOMM-I also recognized that, with the increasing use of numerical wave models to generate wave and storm surge climatologies by hindcasting, a wealth of synthetic data is accumulating.  These data extend knowledge of the wind wave and storm surge conditions from areas in the vicinity of measuring devices to regions where no such instruments have ever been deployed.  A catalogue of operational wave models, and an inventory of known hindcast and measured wave climatologies, is given in the second edition of the Guide to Wave Analysis and Forecasting (WMO-No. 702).  The first session of the JCOMM Expert Team on Wind Waves and Storm Surges (Halifax, Canada, June 2003) recognized the importance of updating these inventories for wind waves on a regular basis, and of developing similar catalogues of operational storm surge models and climatologies.  The Expert Team agreed that these catalogues should form part of the online dynamic portion of the Guide to Wave Analysis and Forecasting, or the Guide to Storm Surge Analysis and Forecasting, which is planned to be published.

For the purpose of collecting necessary information to be included in the dynamic part of the Guide on operational wind wave and storm surge models and data bases, the Team agreed to make a questionnaire survey on these activities.  Mr Val Swail (Canada) has accepted to take a leading role for the preparation of information for the Guide.  He has prepared four short questionnaires with the assistance of Ms M. Paula Etala (Argentina), member of the Expert Team.

To:
Permanent Representative of Members of WMO represented on JCOMM

cc:
Executive Secretary, IOC
)


Co-presidents of JCOMM
)


JCOMM Services PA Coordinator
)  (for information)


Chairman, JCOMM Expert Team on Wind Waves and Storm Surges
)


Mr Val Swail
)


Ms M. Paula Etala
)


IOC Action Addressees
)

Copies of these questionnaires are attached herewith.  It would be appreciated if you could arrange for the completion of the questionnaires and for their return to Mr Swail at the following address, at your earliest convenience, or in any case before 15 April 2005.

Mr Val Swail

Environment Canada

4905 Dufferin Street

Downsview, Ontario
M3H 5T4

Canada

Telephone: 1-416-739-4347

Telefax: 1-416-739-5700

E-mail: Val.Swail@ec.gc.ca
with copy to the WMO Secretariat: Telefax: +41-22 730 81 28, E-mail: oca@wmo.int. The questionnaire can also be downloaded from the JCOMM Web site:

http://www.wmo.ch/web/aom/marprog/whats-new.htm

Yours faithfully,

(M. Jarraud)

Secretary-General

