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The JCOMM Vision

• Integrated ocean observing system
• Integrated data management
• State-of-the-art technologies

and capabilities
• New products and services
• User responsiveness and

interaction
• Involvement of all maritime countries
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JCOMM Structure
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Marine Meteorological and Oceanographic Services

• JJCOMM as the bridge between meteorology and oceanography
Operational oceanography is now a reality 
Community welfare, socio-economic impacts, hazard mitigation, climate 
change….
National and international cooperation essential – IOC, WMO, met and ocean 
agencies
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Achievements since JCOMM-II

• Programme Areas
– Observations

• Initial surface drifter network, Argo complete
• Interactions with OceanSITES, Ocean Carbon
• Integration of ship-based observations
• JCOMMOPS

– Data Management
• Close coordination with WIS and IODE
• DM strategy
• Pilot projects, including E2EDM & WIGOS

– Services
• Maritime Safety Services and the MPERSS
• Guide to Storm Surge Forecasting
• Input to IPY

• Cross-cutting activities
– Capacity building
– Satellite Observations
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Major issues on our way
towards a Global Ocean Observing System

• Timely, global and open access to shared data/products
• Continuity, sustainability, improvement of observations

– In Situ ocean networks
– Space-based ocean observing systems

• Improvement/expansion of modeling/prediction capabilities
• CEOS assessment of adequacy of remote sensing component
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Total in situ networks

The global ocean observing system for climate
Current status against GCOS/JCOMM recommendations
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The DBCP array of moored & surface buoys
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The Argo array of profiling floats

Argo network has attained the initial design plan,
BUT maintenance is still a challenge
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GLOSS High Frequency Sea Level Stations
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JCOMM Data Management 

• ET – Marine Climatology
– TT-MOCS, DMVOS (re-organization of work)
– Marine indices (emphasize the “MC” of ETMC)
– Meta-T (metadata project)
– Marine QC surface met and ocean

• ET – Data Management Practices
– E2E prototype (basis for distributed data access)
– Follow on with WIGOS
– IODE/JCOMM Forum on Standard (Jan 2008)

• Table Driven Codes (use of BUFR by JCOMM)
• Collaborations (IODE, etc)
• Strategy and Implementation Plan
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Products and services

JCOMM Services Programme Area: focused on marine safety 
and coastal forecasts

http://www.jcomm-services.org



  

Products and services

GODAE: real-time ocean mesoscale and surface fields, short-
range ocean forecasts

http://www.godae.org



  

Products and services

GHRSST: global coverage high-resolution SST

http://www.ghrsst-pp.org
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Observational Programme Support Centre (OPSC)

• JCOMMOPS, Toulouse
– DBCP
– SOT
– Argo

• EXPANSION
– IOCCP
– OceanSITES
– Ship hydrography
– GLOSS
– Cruise database
– Satellite (ECVs)
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JCOMM Priorities

• Programme Areas
– Catalogue of standards / best practices for ocean products and services
– Full implementation of operational ocean observing system

• Long-term maintenance of system, including pilots, and key ocean satellite 
missions

– DM pilot projects and integration with IODE and WIGOS
– Operational ocean products and services

• Cross-cutting
– Support for marine multi-hazard warning systems
– Support for coastal GOOS implementation
– Engagement with the private sector
– Focused CB to support implementation, especially in smaller maritime 

countries
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JCOMM Priorities

 JCOMM Development
 Funding issues

 50% of planned work from regular budget
 Need for extra-budgetary support

 Strategic Development

 Strategy Document

 Implementation plan – objectives, deliverables, performance 
indicators, etc

 System-wide monitoring based on IP

 JCOMM review

 Communications

 Communications plan

 Brochure update, electronic newsletter

 Integrated website development
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JCOMM Web Site
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