ASAP / p. 1

	
	ASAP Report for 2005
	United Kingdom

	
	

	
	a.
	Catalogue of ASAP vessels in 2005 (see Appendix 3):   ‘CP Pride’ (ex-CanMar Pride)

	

	
	b.
	Major challenges and difficulties:

	
	The canvas bag used when performing deck launches failed for the second time.  It was therefore regarded as unsuitable for the marine environment and replaced by rope netting



	

	
	b.
	Other comments:

	
	Performance figures are based upon 17 return crossings of the North Atlantic by the container ship CP Pride (ex-CanMar Pride).  This vessel was managerially integrated into the E-ASAP programme in October 2004.  Accordingly, whilst the system remains the property of the Met Office, all day to day coordination and operational aspects are now managed by the E-ASAP Programme team currently based in Hamburg

Container launching or deck launching are both available on this ship, and are used depending on relative direction of the wind.

The percentage of transmitted ascents received is greatly improved over last year.  However, a hundred launches failed, the reasons being almost evenly split between physical factors (balloon bursts, bad weather, etc.) and systems/telemetry/comm’s problems.

Only 4 relaunches are known to have been performed (in January & February).  The practice would appear to have ceased, most likely due to a change of crew although perhaps the requirement for increased numbers of ascents also played a part.

The ship was operational for all 12 months of the year and exceeded the target figure of 330 soundings set by E-ASAP

*Note – Average terminal sounding height was 23km (i.e. when only successful & timely ascents received in Met Office database are considered)



	


	d.  
	ASAP Performance

	Callsign
	Total number of sondes launched
	Number of TEMP SHIP transmitted
	Number of relaunches
	Average terminal sounding height (km)
	Balloon size (gm)
	Percentage on GTS

(see note)

	ZCBP6
	495
	394
	4+
	19km *

(based on all ascents received in Met Office Database)
	350
	99

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage on the GTS is the ratio of reports received against reports transmitted, and is based upon reports received at a data centre or GTS insertion point (name) 


Appendix 3. Catalogue of ships participating in ASAP in 2005.





United Kingdom 


1 ASAP unit operated during the year on 1 ship

	Type of ship

(1)
	Ship name
	Callsign
	Comms method

(2)
	Windfind method / sonde type

(3)
	Launch method

(4)
	Launch height

(5)
	Area of operation

(6)
	ASAP unit ID No.

	Merchant
	CP Pride (ex-CanMar Pride)
	ZCBP6
	Inmarsat-C
	GPS/RS92
	Container (semi-automatic) or deck launcher (portable)
	22 metres
	North Atlantic
	GB/ASAP1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(1)  Type of ship:  Merchant, research, supply

(2)  Comms method:  Inmarsat C or others

(3)  Windfind method / sonde type:  eg. GPS/Vaisala RS80-G, Loran/Vaisala RS80-L, VIZ GPS Mark II Microsonde, etc

(4)  Launch method: deck launcher (portable), deck launcher (fixed), container (manual), container (semi automatic), other

(5)  Launch height:  height above sea level from where the sonde is released

(6)  Ocean area:  North Pacific, North Atlantic, Indian Ocean, variable


