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EUMETNET Report for 2005

	1.
	Country
	EUMETNET (20 European countries)

	
	
	

	2.
	Prepared by
	Rudolf Krockauer, E-ASAP Programme Manager

	

	3.
	Contributing national marine organizations:

	
	#
	Insert as applicable – VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP  –  Include additional detail where appropriate e.g (data management).

	

	
	Organization
	EUMETNET

(Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom)

	
	Programmes  #
	ASAP

	
	Website URL
	www.eumetnet.eu.org

	

	4.
	List of National Focal Points for SOT / VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP (see Appendix 1):

	

	5.
	List of Port Meteorological Officers (see Appendix 2):

	
	

	6.
	Programme Reports


Appendix 1: List of National Focal Points for SOT / VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP



(EUMETNET)  

	Focal Point *
	EUMETNET-ASAP
	Integrated D-ASAP
	Integrated UK-ASAP

	Name
	Rudolf Krockauer
	Volker Weidner
	Sarah North

	Title
	E-ASAP Programme Manager
	Marine Networks Manager
	Marine Networks Manager

	Agency
	c/o Deutscher Wetterdienst
	Deutscher Wetterdienst
	Met Office

	Postal Address
	Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 76

D-20359 Hamburg, Germany
	Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 76

D-20359 Hamburg, Germany
	A1 W04 FitzRoy Road

Exeter EX1 3PB, United Kingdom

	Email
	Rudolf.Krockauer@dwd.de
	Volker.Weidner@dwd.de
	sarah.north@metoffice.gov.uk

	Telephone
	+49 40 6690 1580
	+49 40 6690 1410
	+44 1392 88 5617

	Facsimile
	+49 40 6690 1496
	+49 40 6690 1496
	+44 870 900 5050


Appendix 2: List of Port Meteorological Officers







(EUMETNET)

	Port / Office
	Hamburg

	Name
	Harald BUDWEG

	Title
	PMO

	Postal Address
	Deutscher Wetterdienst

Bernhard-Nocht-Str. 76

D-20359 Hamburg, Germany

	Email
	Harald.Budweg@dwd.de

	Telephone
	+49 40 6690 1414

	Facsimile
	+49 40 6690 1496

	Comment
	Hamburg


	
	ASAP Report for 2005
	(EUMETNET)

	
	

	
	a.
	Catalogue of ASAP vessels in 2005 (see Appendix 3):

	

	
	b.
	Major challenges and difficulties:

	
	Major difficulties are damages on electronic equipment due to permanent vibrations of the ship.

Further difficulties are delayed or unstable satellite transmissions. Received messages later than HH+120 are worthless. Timeliness is not reflected in the column ‘Percentage on GTS’.

Generally, the loss rate of launches (burst or crash at release etc.) is significantly higher than at land stations. Average ratio between flights on board and received messages on the GTS HH+120 is approx. 80%.

The average terminal sounding height also includes flights with sounding heights of only 100 hPa. In most cases the actual burst heights of these flights were higher. But due to late transmission of TEMP C and D the data were received later than HH+120 on the GTS.

	

	
	b.
	Other comments:

	
	Basic problem is the reduced network of PMOs. Three out of currently nine vessels under E-ASAP management sail between East coast US/Canada and Western Mediterranean. Because there is no PMO in the Mediterranean there is also no routine technical maintenance of these ASAP systems in Europe. Experiences show that routine maintenance is essential for the performance and efficiency of ASAP soundings.

Three new E-ASAP systems were installed in Genoa (Italy) and commenced operation in 2005: The CP Endurance and the CP Power serve a route between Western Mediterranean and Montreal (Canada) on a four week rotation. Both ships were operating since January 2005. From the beginning there were serious problems due to technical and operating failures. Because there is no Port Meteorological Office in the Western Mediterranean these problems produced substantial outages of several months for both systems due to the lack of maintenance. The third system was installed on the Melfi Italia II which serves a route between Western Mediterranean, Halifax (Canada) and Havanna (Cuba) on a four week rotation. Although installed in February, first routine sounding data were received in May due to the lack of maintenance in the Med. After solving the initial problems the performance of the ship was good. Providing technical maintenance is considered to be essential for the future of these systems. All three ships call in Italian ports.

One of the integrated German D-ASAP systems had to be removed from the ship SL Developer in January 2005 because the ship was de-commissioned to an East Asia service. E-ASAP succeeded to acquire another ship as replacement for the SL Developer. Thus, the D-ASAP system was installed on the Atlantic Compass in April and routine operations commenced in May. The ship serves a route between Gothenburg (Sweden) and North East coast US.

	


	d.  
	ASAP Performance

	Callsign
	Total number of sondes launched
	Number of TEMP SHIP transmitted
	Number of relaunches
	Average terminal sounding height (km)
	Balloon size (gm)
	Percentage on GTS

(see note)

	ZCBP6
	495
	349
	
	18
	350
	99

	WAAH
	553
	438
	
	17
	200
	98

	SKUN
	229
	188
	
	20
	200
	98

	ELML7
	569
	480
	
	17
	200
	97

	WPKD
	314
	249
	
	17
	350
	97

	KRPD
	326
	240
	
	19
	350
	85

	ZCBE7
	129
	87
	
	17
	350
	89

	ZCBF3
	177
	140
	
	16
	350
	97

	V2BD9
	224
	200
	
	18
	350
	98

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage on the GTS is the ratio of reports received against reports transmitted, and is based upon reports received at a data centre or GTS insertion point (name) 


