Ship Observations Team

National Report for 2005

	1.
	Country:
	Canada


2.  Contributing national marine organizations:

	Organization
	Marine Environmental Data Service, Dept of Fisheries and Ocean

	Programmes  #
	SOOP

	Website URL
	http://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca


	Organization
	Environment Canada/ Meteorological Service of Canada

	Programmes  #
	VOS Program /AVOS

	Website URL
	http:weatheroffice.ec.gc.ca


	Organization
	

	Programmes  #
	

	Website URL
	


	Organization
	

	Programmes  #
	

	Website URL
	


	Organization
	

	Programmes  #
	

	Website URL
	


	Organization
	

	Programmes  #
	

	Website URL
	


	#
	Insert as applicable – VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP /  WRAP. 

Include additional detail where appropriate e.g (data management).


3.  List of National Focal Points for SOT / VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP (see Appendix 1):
4.  List of Port Meteorological Officers (see Appendix 2):

5.  VOS and VOSClim:
a. Programme description:

	Category
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2005
	Comments

	Selected
	155
	121 VOS ships and 34 AVOS vessels

	Supplementary
	
	

	Auxiliary
	
	

	Other (specify)
	
	

	
	
	

	Total National VOS fleet
	155
	


	Number of VOS vessels recruited in 2005
	0

	Number of VOS vessels de-recruited in 2005
	0

	
	

	Number of VOSClim vessels at 31 December 2005
	14

	Number of VOSClim vessels recruited in 2005
	0

	Number of VOSClim de-recruitments in 2005
	0

	Number of VOSClim recruitments planned for 2005
	20

	Target number of ships to participate in VOSClim
	75


b. Automated Observing Systems:

	Type
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2005
	Manual Input

Yes / No
	Comms Method
	Comments and 

plans for 2006

	AVOS
	14
	Y
	INMARSAT
	Implement 20 more which will become part of VOSClim

	 
	 
	 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


c. Electronic logbooks:

	Software & Version
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2005
	Comments

	1.23.14 Bridge PC

1.15 AVOS
	14
	These algorithms were be upgraded during summer season 2005 

	
	
	

	
	
	


d. Data Management:

	Total number of BBXX distributed on the GTS in 2005
	

	Frequency of VOS data submitted for the GCC in 2005
	


e. Major challenges and difficulties:

	-Sea Surface Temperature sensor exposure continuing to be a problem.  

-Stealth mode for coast guard vessels in discussions. What constitutes using stealth mode.

-Deletion of FM13 Country code.




f. Research / development / testing:

	Communications in the North.


g. Other comments:

	Compass difficulties which had been previously experienced on AVOS ships travelling into the Canadian North now use the ships gyroscope as its primary direction indicator.




6. SOOP:





(delete this section if SOOP is not applicable)
a. Programme description:

	MEDS operates the real-time component of the GTSPP. All data collected from the GTS are processed at MEDS then forwarded 3 times per week to the US NODC. They assemble the delayed mode versions of the real-time data and replace the real-time by the higher resolution, higher quality delayed mode version.




b. Data Management:





	Name of Agency 
	Marine Environmental Data Service

	Number of JJVV messages inserted on the GTS in 2005
	1681

	Location of delayed mode data
	236 in GTSPP database

	
	

	Name of Agency 
	

	Number of JJVV messages inserted on the GTS in 2005
	

	Location of delayed mode data
	

	
	

	Name of Agency 
	

	Number of JJVV messages inserted on the GTS in 2005
	

	Location of delayed mode data
	


c. Major challenges and difficulties:

	Identification of real-time and delayed mode versions continues to be a challenge. 

Science Centre quality control is losing funding. We are looking to other partners to assist in this important task.


d. Research / development / testing:

	Testing of a unique identifier in cooperation with the US SEAS programme. We are working with France and Australia to extend this concept to their data.


e. Other comments:

	Many of the BATHY reports are from the Canadian Navy ships. MEDS is now handling the insertion of all unclassified navy data onto the GTS.

MEDS inserted 3808 TESACS (1298 from ships, the rest Argo floats) onto the GTS and a further 1761 are available in delayed mode from the GTSPP database. We are attempting to improve our handling of GTS reports so that more of the delayed reports will actually be inserted on time onto the GTS. As well, we are expecting to gain access to data from the west coast of Canada in time for GTS distribution.


7. ASAP: 



(delete this section and Appendices 3 & 4 if ASAP is not applicable)
a. Catalogue of ASAP vessels in 2005 (see Appendix 3): 

b. ASAP performance in 2005 (see Appendix 4):

c. Major challenges and difficulties:

	


d. Other comments:

	


Appendix 1: List of National Focal Points for SOT / VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP. 


Country: 

	Focal Point *
	
	
	

	Name
	J.R. Keeley
	
	

	Title
	Senior Technical and Policy Advisor
	
	

	Agency
	Marine Environmental Data Service (MEDS)
	
	

	Postal Address
	Department of Fisheries and Oceans

1202 - 200 Kent St

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada, K1A 0E6
	
	

	Email
	keeley@meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca
	
	

	Telephone
	(613) 990-0246
	
	

	Facsimile
	(613) 993-4658
	
	


	Focal Point *
	VOS/ VOSClim/ SOT
	
	

	Name
	Yvonne Cook
	
	

	Title
	Life Cycle Manager, Surface Networks
	
	

	Agency
	Environment Canada
	
	

	Postal Address
	4905 Dufferin Street,

Downsview, Ontario, Canada

M3H 5T4
	
	

	Email
	Yvonne.cook@ec.gc.ca
	
	

	Telephone
	416-739-4468
	
	

	Facsimile
	416-739-4261
	
	


	*
	Insert as appropriate - SOT / VOS / VOSClim / SOOP / ASAP


Appendix 2: List of Port Meteorological Officers.






Country: Canada

	Port / Office
	Halifax, Nova Scotia.
	Hamilton, Ontario
	
	

	Name
	Randy Sheppard
	Roland Kleer
	
	

	Title
	Port Meteorological Officer
	Port Meteorological Officer
	
	

	Postal Address
	Meteorological Service of Canada

16th Floor, 45 Aldernay Drive

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia

B2Y 2N6
	Meteorological Service of Canada

Port Meteorological Office

100 East Port Blvd

Hamilton, Ontario

L8H 7S4
	
	

	Email
	Randy.Sheppard@ec.gc.ca
	Roland.Kleer@ec.gc.ca
	
	

	Telephone
	(902) 426-6703
	(905) 312-0900/0933
	
	

	Facsimile
	(902) 426-6404
	(905) 312-0730
	
	

	Comment
	
	
	
	


	Port / Office
	St. John’s, Newfoundland
	Vancouver, British Columbia
	Montreal, Quebec

	Name
	Jack Cossar
	Mike Riley
	Eric Gola

	Title
	Port Meteorological Officer
	Port Meteorological Officer
	PMO/Technical Services Specialist

	Postal Address
	Meteorological Service of Canada

6 Bruce Street

St. John’s, Newfoundland

A1N 4T3
	Meteorological Service of Canada

700-1200 West 73rd Avenue

Vancouver, British Columbia

V6P 6H9
	Meteorological Service of Canada

100 Alexis Nihon Blvd, 3rd Floor

Ville St. Laurent, Quebec

H4M 2N8



	Email
	Jack.cossar@ec.gc.ca
	Mike.riley@ec.gc.ca
	Eric.gola@ec.gc.ca

	Telephone
	(709) 722-4798
	(604) 6649136
	(514) 283-1644

	Facsimile
	(709) 722-5097
	(604) 664-9195
	

	Comment
	
	
	


List of Port Meteorological Officers (cont).








Country: 

	Port / Office
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	

	Postal Address
	
	
	

	Email
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	

	Facsimile
	
	
	

	Comment
	
	
	


	Port / Office
	
	
	

	Name
	
	
	

	Title
	
	
	

	Postal

Address
	
	
	

	Email
	
	
	

	Telephone
	
	
	

	Facsimile
	
	
	

	Comment
	
	
	


 Appendix 3. Catalogue of ships participating in ASAP in 2006.




Country: 


…….. ASAP units operated during the year on ……. ships

	Type of ship

(1)
	Ship name
	Callsign
	Comms method

(2)
	Windfind method / sonde type

(3)
	Launch method

(4)
	Launch height

(5)
	Area of operation

(6)
	ASAP unit ID No.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(1)  Type of ship:  Merchant, research, supply

(2)  Comms method:  Inmarsat C or others

(3)  Windfind method / sonde type:  eg. GPS/Vaisala RS80-G, Loran/Vaisala RS80-L, VIZ GPS Mark II Microsonde, etc

(4)  Launch method: deck launcher (portable), deck launcher (fixed), container (manual), container (semi automatic), other

(5)  Launch height:  height above sea level from where the sonde is released

(6)  Ocean area:  North Pacific, North Atlantic, Indian Ocean, variable


Appendix 4. ASAP performance in 2006.


Country: 

	Callsign
	Total number of sondes launched
	Number of TEMP SHIP transmitted
	Number of relaunches
	Average terminal sounding height (km)
	Balloon size (gm)
	Percentage on GTS

(see note)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage on the GTS is the ratio of reports received against reports transmitted, and is based upon reports received at a data centre or GTS insertion point (name) 


