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	a.
	Catalogue of ASAP vessels in 2005 :       MSC Corinna (3FPI7)  

	

	
	b.
	Major challenges and difficulties:

	
	Capt. Gordon Mackie, the WRAP Coordinator, recruited the M.V. MSC Corinna (3FPI7) as the second WRAP ship early in 2004. Due to a range of problems with the WRAP equipment, the ship did not become operational for WRAP until late in the year.

The vessel performed some test flights on its maiden WRAP voyage from Australia; however, the data were transmitted manually by Inmarsat-C to Sentosa, and were not distributed on the GTS. 

The ship launched 7 sondes on its next voyage across the Indian Ocean form Pt Louis to Fremantle, of which only 3 were successful. 



	

	
	b.
	Other comments:

	
	The Bureau formally withdrew from WRAP in a letter to the Chair of ASAPP, dated 25 May 2005, citing difficulties in recruiting and maintaining a single ship on the desired route, the infrequent soundings plus the unwillingness of other WMO Members/Member States to participate in, and contribute to the project.

Throughout WRAP, and despite the frustrations associated with recruiting and preparing the second WRAP vessel for operational deployment, the level of cooperation between the MetOffice, NOAA and the Bureau was extremely high, and proved that joint international projects are achievable. 


	


	d.  
	ASAP Performance

	Callsign
	Total number of sondes launched
	Number of TEMP SHIP transmitted
	Number of relaunches
	Average terminal sounding height (km)
	Balloon size (gm)
	Percentage on GTS

(see note)

	3FPI7
	7
	3
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Percentage on the GTS is the ratio of reports received against reports transmitted, and is based upon reports received at a data centre or GTS insertion point (name) 


