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NWS personnel supporting
U.S. participation in the
International Voluntary
Observing Ship program
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“=Currently comprised of primarily
manual observation vessels with a

*\VOS modernization initiative Is
being formulated with planned FY06
Implementation.

*. ePrototype automated system with
wide range of potential applicability
IS In early stage of development with
plan to deploy In test by end of
FYO4.

*NOAA wide budget cuts are
affecting VOS program.
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SUSTINWS VOS program:

Number of ships participating in VOS as at 31 Dec 2002 -

526 Selected

137 Supplementany.

131 Auxiliary.

49 Other (Great Lakes)

13/ VOSClim: participants (expanded recruitment to reach goal of 50 ' is underway)

Shipboeard Environmental (Data) Acquisition (SEAS) software account is used on 353 of the selected
vessels.

Ocean Prediction Center QCs data in near real time, PMOs QC delayed mode data
Average 500 ships submit observations in any given month
100,000 observations received in 2002

The Mariners Weather Log continues to be the primary published forum to disseminate
VOS information to US VOS participants

80 performance awards given during FY0O3
Numerous certificates of appreciation given

Currently have 17 PMOs (Cleveland PMO position moving to
Charleston, SC)
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SCruit, train, and support ships to
fticipate in VOS program as part of
e U.S. commitment to SOLAS
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New York
732-316-5404

Baltimore
410-633-4709
Norfolk
757-877-164

Jacksonville

ALASKA 004-741-5186

Fort Lauderdale
054-463-4271

New Orleans
504-589-4839

Q

Honolulu - “»
aldez 808-532-6439
007-835-4505

Kodiak
007-487-2102/4338 HAWAII

&
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ecruit ships, espeC|aIIy those travellng In
a sparse areas

» ram Ship’s officers/crew

— .#-.-.u >Check sensors & provide them to Selected
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—— vessels
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»Perform Quality Control of observations

»PMOQOs work directly for their respective
NWS Region
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Questions?




