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Objectively analyzed mean temperature and salinity fields have been calculated and
quality controlled both on annual and seasonal time scales on a 1/4° grid using
techniques previously used to compute the 1° gridded mean fields in the World Ocean
Atlas 2001.

The quarter degree analyzed fields retain the large-scale oceanic features that exist in
the one degree analysis while better resolving smaller scale features such as the Loop
Current in the Gulf of Mexico and the Agulhas Retroflection. Quality control of the
quarter degree analysis has also enhanced the one degree analysis as well. However,
limitations exist in the quarter degree analysis at deeper depths due to lack of data

available.



