FOREWORD

The first session of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) (Akureyri, Iceland, June 2001) agreed that the series of international and regional seminars and workshops had very well achieved its purpose; and that the new orientation, namely, to plan and implement courses in more specific subjects, corresponded well with national and regional requirements.

The Commission noted with appreciation that two training workshops on Numerical Wave Analysis and Forecasting had been conducted in Boulder, December 1995 and in Miami, May 1997, in coordination with the Cooperative Programme for Operational Meteorology, Education and Training (COMET).  The Commission agreed that workshops on wave modelling, analysis and forecasting were highly valuable in assisting countries to improve their capabilities in this important field.  It therefore strongly urged WMO and IOC to ensure that they be continued on a regular basis in the future.

Consequently, and at the kind invitation of the Government of Canada, a workshop on wind wave and storm surge analysis and forecasting, for participants from Caribbean countries took place at the Maritimes Weather Centre, Meteorological Service of Canada (MSC) in Dartmouth, Canada, from 16 to 20 June 2003.   

The workshop provided participants with both technical and practical knowledge in wave and storm surge analysis and forecasting techniques, as well as training in manipulating and running local and regional scale models on PCs and workstations.  Lectures and lab sessions were given by members of the JCOMM Expert Team of Wind Waves and Storm Surges (ETWS) and staff members of the Maritimes Weather Centre, MSC.  The considerable appreciation of WMO is due to all the lecturers, to the Meteorological Services of Canada for hosting, and especially to Mr Val Swail (Canada), Chairman of the ETWS and a local organizer of the workshop, for his tremendous efforts in organizing and supporting the workshop. 


Summaries/power point (or other electronic) presentations presented are included in this JCOMM Technical Report, which is published only electronically.  In all cases, the papers/presentations have been included as received, without any editorial intervention. 

