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	VOS and VOSClim Report for 2006
	(Australia)

	

	
	a.
	Programme description:

	
	Category
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2006
	Comments

	
	Selected
	75
	Includes 1 confidential ship whose data are used internally and not distributed on the GTS

	
	Supplementary
	3
	

	
	Auxiliary
	1
	

	
	Other (specify)
	
	36 RAN vessels, not yet formally part of the AVOF, also made weather observations

	
	Total National 

VOS Fleet
	79
	

	

	
	b.
	VOS:

	
	Number of VOS vessels recruited in 2006
	15

	
	Number of VOS vessels de-recruited in 2006
	25

	
	Target number of ships in the national VOS Fleet
	100

	
	

	
	c.
	VOSClim:

	
	Number of VOSClim vessels at 31 December 2006
	12

	
	Number of VOSClim vessels recruited in 2006
	1

	
	Number of VOSClim de-recruitments in 2006
	2

	
	Number of VOSClim recruitments planned for 2007
	5

	
	Target number of ships to participate in VOSClim
	20

	

	
	d.
	Automated observing systems:

	
	Type
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2006
	Manual Input

Yes / No
	Method of Comms
	2007 Planned installations

	
	Vaisala Milos 500
	8
	Yes
	Inmarsat 

(data reporting mode)
	4 new installations, inc: 3 equipment transfers from de-recruited ships. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e.
	Data management:

	
	Total number of ship observations (BBXX) distributed on the GTS in 2006
	~ 41500 (plus ~ 3800 reports as SHIP by the RAN)

	
	Frequency of VOS data submitted for the GCC in 2006
	0 (see Research / development / testing)

	
	
	


	
	f.
	Electronic logbooks:

	
	Software & version
	No. of ships at 31 Dec 2006
	Implementation plans

	
	TurboWin 1.71
	1
	Progressive upgrading to 3.6

	
	TurboWin 2.12
	14
	Progressive upgrading to 3.6

	
	TurboWin 3.6 Pro
	36
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	

	

	
	g.
	Major challenges and difficulties:

	
	1. Volatility in the shipping industry remains the biggest problem. Ships begin to trade to Australia but, often without prior notice, are transferred to a different route. This makes management of the AVOF extremely difficult and often requires an international PMO to act on behalf of the Bureau to recover meteorological instruments provided to the ship. 
2. Some ship’s officers are reluctant to make weather observations unless they receive payment. The Bureau does not subscribe to this practice.
3. Communication with some officers is difficult due to a limited command of the English language.
4. The Duty Officer will often miss a weather observation due to the demands of their other duties. 
5. The display of ship’s name and or callsign on publicly accessible websites is a serious problem. It not only compromises the safety and security of ships trading in known ‘hot spot’ areas, but also has implications for ships engaged in commercial activities where stealth is required, e.g. fishing. Due to concerns about ship security, the BBXX from one ship in the AVOF are suppressed from GTS distribution.


	

	
	h.
	Research / development / testing:

	
	1. Beginning in 2005 and continuing into 2007, the Bureau developed software to provide the ship data from its climate archive in IMMT-3 format for the MCSS. Part of the development included the ability to ingest the IMMT files produced by TurboWin and populate the climate archive with data missed in real-time. At the time of writing it was anticipated the 2005 and 2006 datasets, plus all previous VOSClim delayed-mode data, would be sent to the GCCs within a few weeks.

2. The Bureau tested the IMMT-3 and BBXX produced by the RAN’s RAIDEN electronic logbook software package. Some errors were identified and these will be addressed before the software is release to the fleet in 2007.



	

	
	i.
	Other comments:

	
	1. At the end of 2006 the Bureau took delivery of a small number of new notebook computers to run TurboWin on ships. It is expected that future funding will allow the regular purchase of additional notebook computers each year. Previously the Bureau had generally relied on ships having a computer on the Bridge that was suitable to run TurboWin.
2. The Bureau repackages TurboWin with complementary documentation:
· Bureau-prepared TurboWin User Guide; 

· Bureau-prepared TurboWin Installation Manual; 

· List of LES that accept Special Access Code 41 (SAC41);

· Australian and New Zealand Radiofax schedules;

· Bureau’s Radiofax brochure; and 

· Contact list of international PMOs.
3. The Bureau provides a TurboWin Configuration Sheet to record a ship’s setup values in case the software ever needs to be re-installed.

4. The Bureau is currently reviewing its TurboWin Installation Manual and User Guide as a result of the release of TurboWin 4.0.

5. The Bureau is in discussion with the RAN to formally include the RAN weather reporting vessels (36 in 2006) in the AVOF.
6. Xantic/Stratos announced in November 2006 that the Perth LES ID 22 would change to ID 12 on 1 March 2007 for the IOR and on 1 June 2007 for the POR. Ships in the Australian region must now report through POR 212 or IOR 312 to lodge their weather reports. It is further requested that all ships operating in the Australian Region use Special Access Code 1241 to lodge their weather reports through POR 212 or IOR 312 to ensure the weather reports are diverted to the Australian Bureau of Meteorology rather than relayed to Burum in the Netherlands. 
7. The Bureau’s corporate Oracle database of all observing stations is being modified to accommodate WMO No. 47 Metadata version 3 and to also produce the XML metadata exchange format.



