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List of acronyms and other abbreviations

	AMC
	Area Meteorological Coordinators (MPERSS)

	Argo
	[Not an acronym]

	AIC
	Argo Information Centre

	AVHRR
	Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer

	BCDMEP
	Biological and Chemical Data Management and Exchange Practices (IODE)

	BUFR
	Binary Universal Form for Representation of meteorological data

	CalCOFI 
	California Cooperative Fisheries Investigation

	CBS
	Commission for Basic Systems (WMO)

	CD
	Compact Disc

	CD-ROM
	CD - Read Only Memory

	CEOS
	Committee on Earth Observation Satellites

	CES 
	Coast Earth Station (Inmarsat)

	CMM
	Commission for Marine Meteorology (WMO) [superseded by JCOMM]

	COADS
	Comprehensive Ocean Atmosphere Data Set

	COOP (GOOS)
	Coastal Ocean Observations Panel (GOOS)

	CREX
	Character Extended code

	DAC
	Data Assembly Centre

	DBCP
	Data Buoy Cooperation panel

	DMCG
	Data Management Coordination Group (JCOMM)

	DMPA
	Data Management Programme Area (JCOMM)

	DVD
	Digital Versatile Disk

	EC
	Executive Council

	ECMWF
	European Centre for Medium-range Weather Forecast

	EDIOS
	European Directory of the Initial Ocean-observing Systems

	EDMED
	European Directory of Marine Environmental Data

	ETDMP
	Expert Team on Data Management Practices (DMPA)

	ETMC
	Expert Team on Marine Climatology (DMPA)

	ETSI
	Expert Team on Sea Ice

	FWIS
	Future WMO Information System

	G3OS
	Global Observing Systems (GCOS-GOOS-GTOS)

	GCC
	Global Collecting Centre (VOS)

	GCOS
	Global Climate Observing System

	GDAC
	Global Data Assembly Centre (Argo)

	GDSIDB
	Global Digital Sea Ice Data Bank

	GE
	Group of Experts

	GLOSS
	Global Sea-Level Observing System

	GMDSS
	Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (IMO)

	GODAE
	Global Ocean Data Assimilation Experiment

	GODAR
	Global Ocean Data Archeology and Rescue (IODE IOC)

	GOOS
	Global Ocean observing System

	GOS
	Global Observing System (WMO)

	GOSIC
	Global observing Systems Information Centre

	GPCP
	Global Precipitation Climatology Project (WCRP)

	GPS
	Global Positioning System

	GRIB
	Processed data in the form of grid‑point values expressed in binary form

	GTOS
	Global Terrestrial Observing System

	GTS
	Global Telecommunication System (WMO)

	GTSPP
	Global Temperature Salinity Profile programme

	ICES
	International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

	IABP
	International Arctic Buoy Programme

	IPAB
	International Programme for Antarctic Buoys

	IFREMER
	Institut français de recherche pour l'exploitation de la mer

	IGOSS
	Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IOC-WMO) [superseded by JCOMM]

	IMO
	International Maritime Organization

	IMMT
	International Maritime Meteorological Tape

	IOC
	Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (of UNESCO)

	IODE
	International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IOC)

	IPSec
	Internet Protocol Security 

	ISO
	International Organization for Standardization

	JCOMM
	Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology

	JCOMMOPS
	JCOMM in situ Observing Platform Support Centre

	MAN
	Management Committee (JCOMM)

	MCSS
	Marine Climatological Summaries Scheme

	MEDI
	Marine Environmental Data Information Referral Service

	MMS
	Marine Meteorological Services

	NCDC
	National Climate Data Centre (NOAA)

	NESDIS
	National Environmental Satellite, Data and Information Service (USA)

	NOAA
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (USA)

	NODC
	National Oceanographic Data Centre

	NWP
	Numerical Weather Prediction

	OCG
	Observations Coordination Group (JCOMM)

	OIT
	Ocean Information Technology (project)

	OOPC
	Ocean Observations Panel for Climate

	OOSDP
	Ocean Observing System Development Panel

	OPA
	Observations Programme Area (JCOMM)

	OWS
	Ocean Weather Station

	PA
	Programme Area (JCOMM)

	QC
	Quality Control

	RCC
	Rescue Coordination Centre

	RMTC
	Regional Meteorological Training Centre

	RNODC/DB
	Responsible Oceanographic Data Centre for Drifting Buoys (MEDS, Canada)

	SCG
	Services Coordination Group (JCOMM)

	SEA-SEARCH
	[Not an acronym] [see http://www.sea-search.net/)

	SOC
	Specialized Oceanographic Centre (IGOSS)

	SOOP
	Ship of Opportunity Programme

	SOT
	Ship Observations Team (OPA)

	SSS
	Sea Surface Salinity

	SST
	Sea Surface Temperature

	TOGA
	Tropical Ocean and Global Atmosphere

	UN
	United Nations

	UNESCO
	UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization

	VOS
	Voluntary Observing Ships

	VOSClim
	VOS Climate (project)

	VPN
	Virtual Private Network

	WCRP
	World Climate Research Programme

	WDC
	World Data Centre

	WMO
	World Meteorological Organization

	WOCE
	World Ocean Circulation Experiment

	WWW
	World Weather Watch (WMO)

	XML
	Extended Markup Language


