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DMPA WORKPLAN

1.
The mission of JCOMM Data Management Coordination Group (DMCG) is to develop a JCOMM data management strategy and submit it to the JCOMM Management Committee for approval; to realize the data management tasks according to their priorities; to discuss and determine the work plan of the JCOMM Data Management Programme Area (DMPA); and to deal with other data management issues raised during the JCOMM intersessional period. 

2.
A draft work plan for DMCG was reviewed by DMCG-I. This revised version of the work plan is presented by Prof. Lin Shaohua, the chairperson and coordinator DMPA,. on the basis the draft plan and the outcomes of DMCG-I.

JCOMM Data Management Coordination Group

Work Plan 2001-2005

	Item
	Priority
	Task
	By Whom
	Target

	IGOSS SOC              
	H
	Review former IGOSS SOC’s system and make concrete proposals for its restructuring in context of agreed JCOMM requirements, role and operations. A small ad hoc drafting group, tasked with studying the SOC’s system, has been set up to provide proposals to DMCG-I. The results of the review should be informed to DMCG and the possibility that some SOCs were nationally funded to play their role as such be taken into consideration when coming to a final decision regarding the SOCs system
	MAN, DMCG
	JCOMM-II

	ODAS Metadata
	H
	It was offered to host the ODAS metadata base at the National Marine Data and Information Service of China (NMDIS), WDC-D Oceanography. NMDIS will collaborate with IODE GE/TADE with their investigations into MEDI-ODAS comparisons, to further specify the characteristics of the service, and to keep them informed through the preparation of an action plan. A detailed work plan will be provided by NMDIS, China 
	COP,

DMCG

NMDIS

Chairperson of DBCP
	ASAP

	Integrated End to End Data Management Strategy
	H
	Develop the strategy, and initiate and oversee the implementation of the Data Management Program Area (DMPA), and identify priorities and actions for the DMPA. The chairperson of DMCG is to lead to develop the strategy with the Chairs of ET, IODE Chair and Bruce, and consultation with MC
	DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	H
	Review and assess the general requirements for end-to-end data management practices with IODE. The task team will be identified in the IOC resolution
	MAN, DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	H
	Review existing operations and procedures, with the aim of developing a detailed plan for end-to-end, integrated JCOMM data management, for consideration by the Management Committee, eventually by JCOMM-II. The task team will be identified in the IOC resolution


	DMCG
	JCOMM-II

	
	H
	Address concerns regarding integration between different geographic scales, and between different levels of scientific and administrative details. Key factors could be summarized and presented effectively to JCOMM. The elements are being considered and a position paper will be prepared before JCOMM-II 
	MAN, DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	H
	Consider the overall issue of end-to-end data management for ocean and marine meteorological measurements and to develop a strategy for the Commission
	DMCG

ETDMP
	ASAP

	Surface Salinity Data Management
	H
	Develop procedures for and coordinate JCOMM input to the pilot project of surface salinity data management
	DMCG
	ASAP

	
	H
	Recommend a mechanism for effective participation on the IODE sea surface salinity pilot project
	DMCG

ETDMP
	ASAP

	
	M
	Thierry Delcroix of France had agreed to chair the Project. A meeting is planned (16-17 September, 2002) in Ottawa to review the draft project plan and discuss further action
	Thierry Delcroix
	September, 2002

	ARGO Data Management
	H
	Review the development of Argo data management procedures and closely liaise with the Argo data management group
	DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	M
	Review the progress of the Argo project with a view towards a full integration into the JCOMM overall observing system at an appropriate time
	OCG,

ETDMP, 

Argo DMSC
	Intersessional

	
	H
	A second meeting is planned for Ottawa (18-20 September, 2002) and hosted by MEDS. Work will continue on implementing the various components of the Argo Data System
	MEDS
	September, 2002

	Monitoring Data and Information Flow
	H
	Develop an integrated strategy for monitoring of data flow and quality
	MAN, DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	H
	Implement a mechanism with the DMPA to provide timely and accurate information on data and products
	DMCG
	Continuing

	
	H
	Cooperate and work closely with the Observation Program Area (OPA) and the Management Committee, as appropriate, to design and implement a performance evaluation system. Mr. Robert Keeley was requested to act as liaison person


	DMCG

Mr. Keeley
	ASAP

	Code and Format
	H
	Keep under review the requirement for exchange of new oceanographic data and initiate actions for BUFR encoding and GTS distribution of new oceanographic data at the appropriate time
	OCG

DMCG

Argo Community
	ASAP

	
	H
	Develop an appropriate practical solution regarding the difficulties of the on-board manual encoding of CREX messages in consultation with CBS
	SOT, DMCG
	Intersessional

	
	H
	Develop a common policy and approach to the application of Code41, in particular which minimize restriction and request Mr V. Wagner, chairperson of TTSCSC and member of the ETDMP and ETMC, to report on this issue to those teams as appropriate
	Mr Wagner,


	ASAP

	
	H
	Ensure appropriate JCOMM participation in CBS activities related to data exchange
	MAN, DMCG
	Continuing

	Future WMO Information System
	H
	Keep the work by the Inter-program Task Team on Future WMO Information System under review, and develop specific JCOMM requirements for input to the work by the Task Team
	Intercessional
	

	
	H
	Assign an expert to represent JCOMM’s interests about codes and formats in Inter-program Task Team on future WMO information system, to effect liaison between CBS and JCOMM 
	DMCG
	ASAP

	
	H
	The chairperson of the DMCG and Dr. N. Mikhailov will represent the JCOMM on the Inter-program Task Team on future WMO information system and on the CBS Expert Team on Integrated Data Management respectively. 
	Chairperson of DMCG

Dr. N. Mikhailov

DMCG
	ASAP

	
	H
	Mr. R. Keeley (Canada) will represent the JCOMM on the CBS Expert Team on Data Representation and Codes, and the Expert Team on Migration to Table-Driven Code Forms
	Mr. R. Keeley

DMCG


	ASAP

	Metadata Exchange
	H
	Address the issue of an agreed standard marine metadata language for JCOMM activities, in particular, develop a strategy that takes account of the marine Extensible Markup Language (XML) consortium, of the related activities of CBS, and of the many national activities related to standard marine metadata language
	DMCG
	ASAP

	
	H
	Undertake a comparative study of existing metadata systems covering both oceanography and marine meteorology (e.g. MEDI, EDMED, EDIOS, SeaSearch, …). A short project plan will be drafted by CNODC and circulated it among the coordination group as well as to relevant members of the IODE  
	CNODC
	ASAP

	
	H
	Regarding to XML in both oceanography (IODE) and meteorology (CBS), these bodies will closely collaborate in JCOMM framework
	DMPA Coordinator

Secretariat
	Continuous



	
	M/H
	Review the situation of oceanographic and marine meteorological data holdings in existence and propose appropriate follow up actions based on the comparative study of existing metadata system
	DMCG
	Intersessional

	CLIMAR (Brussels Anniversary)
	M/H
	Establish an organizing committee for the proposed second WMO International Workshop on advances in marine climatology and convene the workshop
	COP,

DMCG
	Prior to JCOMM-II

	
	M/H
	Keep under review, assess and coordinate the adoption of appropriate new information technology
	DMCG
	Continuing

	CCI
	H
	Provide support to CCI scientific and technical conference to be held immediately prior to the thirteenth session of CCI
	DMCG, ETMC,

CCI subsidiary body
	Prior to Nov. 2001

	
	M
	Assign experts to assist CCI in preparing the revised Guide to Climatologic Practices
	COP,

Chairperson of DMCG and ETMC


	Intersessional

	Ocean Information Technology 
	H
	The DMCG approved the Ocean Information Technology (OIT) project proposal as a relevant initiative within the framework of the DMPA and identified 4 projects with their leaders to be developed as pilots for discussion during the first session of the OIT Steering Team meeting (27-29 November 2002, Brussels). Each project leader will work with the proposed team members to refine the focus of the pilots proposed and to have a proposal with clear goals, members, and milestones for the work for presentation to the MC 
	DMPA Coordinator

4 project leaders
	November 2002

	Surface Current Data
	H
	The chairperson of DMCG offered to host the ISDC database at the National Marine Data and Information Service of China (WDC-D Oceanography). The work plan for this hosting will be developed by NMDIS and circulated to all DMCG members
	NMDIS

DMCG
	ASAP

	Next Session of DMCG
	M
	The next DMCG formal meeting will be in the first half of 2004, with exact dates and place to be decided later by the chairman and Secretariat. In this context, it was pleased to accept the kind invitation of its chairperson to hold the session in China  
	NMDIS

DMCG
	First half of 2004


Working plan of Expert Team on Data Management Practices (ET DMP) 
1. Work strategy for ET DMP
1.1. ET DMP responsibility
In accordance with ET DMP Terms of Reference the group should:

(i) develop, recommend and implement principles and practice of End to End Data Management (E2EDM) to be adopted by JCOMM;

(ii) consider and  assess efficiency of existing and planned data management (DM) practices, and recommend the best practice and related activities to be accepted by JCOMM . Related activities include in particular :

metadata standards and formats;

data quality control and integration;

flow of data and products.

ET DMP fulfils its functions through:

(iii) preparation of reviews, analyses, guiding materials and other documents, which will help JCOMM to accept the best data management practices

(iv) provision of data management consultations for Data Management Co-ordination Group (DMCG) and other JCOMM groups;

(v) preparation of proposals on establishing projects and special ad hoc groups, and in case they are established, supervision of their activities with the purpose of developing effective data management practices;

(vi) communication and collaboration with other groups to provide access to required expertise and relevant co-ordination tools, and to avoid duplication.

1.2. Basic tasks of ET DMP working plan
ET DMP working plan is based on proposals and decisions of 1-st JCOMM Session related to JCOMM Data Management Programme Area (DMPA) as well as on decisions of 1-st DMCG Session (22-25 May, 2002) and is aimed at fulfilling the following basic tasks:

(i) development of  requirements to E2EDM;

(ii) review  of existing and planned DM practices and preparation of  recommendations on best DM practices to be accepted by JCOMM;

(iii) preparation recommendations on the use of modern information technologies and integration technology of E2EDM;

(iv) development of  JCOMM E2EDM strategy and E2EDM implementation plan. 

1.3. Organisation of ET DMP work
The mechanism to implement the ET DMP working plan is as follows:

(i) the working plan determines the tasks for ET for  the JCOMM inter-session period of 2002-2005;

(ii) the responsibility for fulfilling the tasks (subtasks) of the working plan is distributed between the members of group and assigned to them for the whole of  the JCOMM inter-session period;

(iii) the actions required to fulfil the tasks (subtasks) of the working plan are scheduled for  the ET DMP inter-session period (1-2 years);

(iv) ET DMP sessions consider the results of inter-session actions, revise the tasks of ET DMP in general and specify  both measures to be taken by the experts in the next inter-session period and dates on which they should be taken. The working plan is made in the assumption that, two ETDMP meetings will be organised during 2002-2003: the end of 2003 - 1-st ETDMP meeting, end of 2003 - technical ETDMP meeting (see, 90 para DMCG-1 Report).  

2. ET DMP working plan
Task 1. The GOOS and MMS  requirements to E2EDM 
Reference: para 7.2.11. JCOMM-1, para 66 DMCG-1 

Responsibility: 

GCOS/OOPC – Lee Daintier

COOP – Catherine Maillard

MMS – Volker Wagner 

Regional GOOS projects – Roger Djiman

Background

JCOMM activities in DM field should be based on requirements of a wide range of marine data and products users. However (following the decisions of 1-st JCOMM session) the E2EDM priority is given to the requirements of GOOS components (OOPC and COOP) and MMS (provided, in general, by HMS).

Today some documents containing requirements of users in the field under consideration have been prepared. The requirements can be divided into two groups:

1) the requirements to observation data. In this part extensive proposals are given in the OOPC [1] and COOP documents [2]. WMO Secretariat maintains WMO/IOC/CEOS data base of observational data requirements for different programme areas (or user classes) of NWP, marine services, climate prediction [3].Data requirements for operational oceanography have been prepared In EuroGOOS [4]. DMCG-1 considered  the general principles of these requirements [5](this document was distributed among ETDMP members at May 2002 for remarks).

2) the requirements to DM. This problem has not received enough study yet. In the most compact form the requirements are in GOOS DM Plan [6]. In the similar documents of GCOS [7] and COOP [2] the requirements to DM are given a more general form. It should be noted that the E2EDM concept, which serves as a basis of GOOS/GCOS/COOP  requirements to DM, has somewhat various approach. The document on OIT [8] provides more specific requirements to DM. As for MMS requirements to DM, so far they are not available. 

There are a number of regional GOOS projects - BOOS, NE EvroGOOS, Near-GOOS (A), MFSPP, MedGOOS, BlackGOOS, PacificGOOS, IOCARIBE GOOS, which need to use real-time and delay-mode data flows to produce and disseminate diagnostic and prognostic products.

To make the design of JCOMM  E2EDM reasonable it is necessary to specify more exactly the requirements to E2EDM (not only observation data) from above-mentioned programmes and projects. 

Actions:
1) to analyze and give first presentation on the generalized GOOS and MMS DM requirements using existing GOOS/OOPC/COOP and MMS documents and other sources.


Deadline: Nov,  2002 (working papers submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

2) to revise the materials with E2EDM requirements in collaboration with OOPC, COOP and HMS and assess the GOOS and MMS DM requirements

Deadline: June,  2003 (dissemination working papers among the ETDMP members), 

December, 2003 (working document “The GOOS and MMS requirements to JCOMM E2EDM ” submitted on ETDMP Technical meeting

Task 2. Assistance to  existing and planned data management mechanizms and practices

Subtask 2.1. Metada management systems

Reference: para 7.4.25.,  JCOMM-1,  para 78 DMCG-1

Responsibility:

From ETDMP – Ricardo Rojas

From DMPA - Chair, Shauhua Lin

Background



In marine data management field there are exist and developed a number of metadata systems (A=active, U-under development) - MEDI (A), EDMED (A), EDIOS (A), GCMD (A), SeaSeach (U), WMO CBS metadata standard (U), which basically provide description of databases/sets being prepared and make addresses of appropriate data sources available to users (at present they provide these services without synchronization with the current state of data flows, databases/sets and products). 

The important metadata management issue is to implement a mechanizm to provide integrated (for tracking flows from observation data to output product), timely and accurate information on data and product. As a whole the integration and increase of metadata systems efficiency is key problem of JCOMM E2EDM construction.

Also there is a urgent necessity of consideration new developed metadata systems which are directly related to JCOMM - WMO metadata standard and ODAS.  

Actions:
1) to analyze the specifications (content and structure metadata, basic classifications, terms, codes, access and management software etc.) existing and being developed of metadata systems (MEDI, EDMED …..) 

Deadline: November, 2002 (working paper with analytical analysis and recommendations, submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

2) to define the functions and technological issues of ODAS metadata centre activity

Deadline: November, 2002 (working paper, submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

3) to generalize the specifications of metadata system and to develop the technical proposals on the integration and increase of metadata systems efficiency

Deadline:   June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP members), 

December, 2003 (working document “The integration of the marine metadata management system and recommendations” submitted on ETDMP Technical meeting

work report on ETDMP Technical meeting

Subtask 2.2. The oceanographic data management 

Reference: para 7.2.5., 7.2.6., 7.3.9.1. 8.2.21.  JCOMM-1 

Responsibility: Lee Dantzler

Background

Today  a number of  international programs (systems) is available , which provide operational and delayed oceanographic (temperature, salinity, current etc) data flows for various users: SOOP, IGOSS, DBCP, TIP, EOS, TAO, IODE. In the framework of GOOS these systems (except for IODE, which is responsible for data holdings) are identified as Initial Observation Systems (IOS).   

IOS, basically, generate observational data flows. Subsequent data and products collection, processing, accumulation, storage and distribution (DM practices) is performed under a great number of projects and programs, most of which are organized jointly by IOC and WMO and related to JCOMM. 

Depending on specifications (structure and content of data and products, geographical area) existing and planned projects and programs (A=active, U-under development) dealing with data management can be divided into several groups:

· IOC/WMO GTSPP (A), SSPP (U), Argo DM (U) projects, IODE Drifting Buoy Centre (MEDS)  - providing operational and delayed data flows;

· IOC GODAR (A), MEDAR (A) projects, under which global/regional oceanographic data sets are produced, and  on the basis of these sets climate products are prepared.

Above-mentioned projects provide management and delivery to the users of the same group of parameters with use of the close DM practices (technological schemes, QC procedures, codes, formats etc.). Therefore It is important to identify to ways on the integration of these oceanographic data flows, to make proposals on best oceanographic DM practices, which can be recommended to JCOMM for the use at the international and national levels. 

Actions:
1) 
 to analyze existing and planned oceanographic DM practices from the point of view of integration of technologies DM - specificity of the DM schemes, QC, dictionaries and codes, formats, software etc. . 

Deadline: Nov,  2002 (working paper, including the first generalized view on the current status of JCOMM oceanographic DM practices, submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

2) 
 to continue the analysis of existing and planned oceanographic DM practices and to develop the recommendations for best of them on the basis of the analysis. 

Deadline: June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP  members), 

December, 2003 (document “The status of JCOMM oceanographic and marine data management and recommended best DM practices” submitted on ETDMP Technical meeting

Subtask 2.3. Marine meteo data management
Reference: para 7.4.18., 7.5.1.  JCOMM-1, para 27, 32 DMCG-1  

Responsibility: Volker Wagner in collaboration with Chair, ETMC 

Background

The marine meteorological data management, received in frameworks of VOS program, is carried out in two projects:

1) MCSS - acquisition, accumulation and distribution of "classical" VOS data in the delayed- mode form;

2) VOSClim - acquisition, accumulation and use "classical" VOS data and a number of additional observational elements for climatic studies in real-time and delayed-mode . 

The VOS marine meteorological data managed by MCSS and VOSClim should be organized under the end-to-end data management system. In this connection, there is a need to investigate ways of implementation of the integrated data management of the marine meteo both real-time and delayed-mode data and consolidation of the DM practices, carrying out same (or close) functions in MCSS and VOSClim projects. 

Actions:
1) to consider the basic DM decisions in the MCSS and VOSClim projects and prepare the first proposals on DM integration  - November, 2002 (ETDMP-1 meeting)

2) To develop technical decisions to implement end to end DM on basis MCSS and VOSClim DM technologies and make proposals on best marine meteo DM practices 

Deadline:   June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP members) 

December, 2003 (work report on ETDMP Technical meeting)

Subtask 2.4. Satellite and spatial data management

Reference: para 57, 58 DMCG-1 

Responsibility: Takashi Yoshida

Background

An integrated in-situ and remote sensing data is necessary to the success of GOOS and other programmes. Therefore, for JCOMM It is important to identify the coordinated procedures and standards which will provide satellite data management as integrated part of JCOM E2EDM. It requires the adjustment of interaction and cooperation with Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) which has led the development of an Integrated Global Observing Strategy (IGOS). IGOS partners have prepared Data and Information Systems and Services (DMSS) principles related end-to-end process from collecting satellite data to providing product.  

It is known, that the essential part of satellite data management is connected to processing, accumulation and analysis of the so-called spatial data in graphic (Jpeg, Gif etc.) and vector (shp ESRI, S57 etc.) formats. And the usually joint processing of spatial  data and in-situ of the data is carried out with GIS use. In this connection, important E2EDM aspect is to consider the management spatial data - remote sensing data and data derived from in-situ observations - thematic climatic, prognostic, diagnostic fields.  

In this context, it is necessary to collaborate with the IGOS partners to insert satellite data block in JCOMM E2EDM as well as JCOMM Expert Team on Sea Ice (ET SI), which has deal with space-oriented information management issues (representation of thematic ice fields in a vector form and digital form) under the GDSIDB project. 

This DM aspect is also important for development of GIS applications providing joint representation of data and products in the form of digital sets and spatial (geo-related) information (e.g. applications for inter-comparison and geo-analysis of climatic (diagnostic and prognostic) water temperature field and results of current water temperature observations). The moist important issues of spatial DM are the unification of parameter codes for spatial and digital data, review the status of GIS (Web map server, dynamic visualization of thematic shapes on electronic map etc.) and spatial data use in DM practices related to JCOMM E2EDM.

Actions:
1)  to analyze IGOS DMSS principles and prepare proposals on satellite data block of JCOMM E2EDM as well as and ETSI experience on management digital and spatial data under GDSIDB project and others existing practice on presentation of the spatial marine data, including GIS issues.

Deadline: Nov,  2002 (working paper, submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

2) to prepare the technical proposals on: 1) satellite data management under JCOMM E2EDM; 2)joint management of the digital and spatial data and Web-based GIS functions  related JCOMM E2EDM

Deadline:   June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP members), 

December, 2003 (work report on ETDMP Technical meeting

Subtask 2.5. Management of non-physical  data 

Reference: para 71 DMCG-1 

Responsibility: Catherine Maillard

Background

Most of existing and planned DM practices provide collection, accumulation and dissemination data and products reflecting hydrometeorological, hydrological and hydrophysical conditions of marine environment (appropriate variables are called physical variables). Relevant DM practices were discussed and accepted under GODAR and MEDAR projects. At the same time, management of data on chemical marine conditions, marine pollution and biology (non-physical variables) is very important for COOP especially for the coastal area management tasks. 

Therefore It is important identify the issues and prepare the proposals on management of non-physical (chemical, biological and etc.) data in the interests of JCOMM. This activity should be carried out in close cooperation with JCOMM Reporter,  Dr. Tony Knapp. 
Actions:
1) to analyze experience GODAR and MEDAR and prepare generalized issues on non-physical data management

Deadline: Nov,  2002 (working paper, submitted to ETDMP-1 meeting) 

2) 
 to prepare the technical proposals on not physical data management related to JCOMM activity taking account of the COOP DM requirements (see, task 1.)  

Deadline:   June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP members), 

December, 2003 (work report on ETDMP Technical meeting

Task 3. Development of JCOMM E2EDM Strategy and E2EDM integration technology 

Subtask 3.1. Development of the JCOMM E2EDM Strategy

Reference: para 7.5.1. JCOMM-1, para 90,91 DMCG-1 

Responsibility: Nicolay Mikhailov 

Background

Document «The E2EDM Strategy» (N. Mikhailov), the containing first view on conceptual approach to E2EDM, was disseminated among the members ETDMP in May, 2002 before DMCG-1 meeting. This document was briefly considered on SGXML and GETADE-IX meetings (Helsinky, April, 2002). On DMCG-1 meeting (Paris, May, 2002) It was recommended to create a small ad hoc group, made up of the chairs ETDMP (chair of the ad hoc group), ETMC and IODE and Mr Keeley, would work by correspondence to combine the ideas and decisions into a single consolidated draft strategic plan, for submission to the ETDMP, the DMCG and the JCOMM Management Committee 
Actions:
1) to combine the ideas and views and develop the approach to E2EDM and conceptual E2EDM definitions using GOOS and IOC/WMO design documents, discussion results during SGXML, GETADE-9, DMCG-1 meetings. 

Deadline: September 2002 (working paper disseminated among the ETDMP, Ad hoc E2EDM group, DMCG members) 

2) to prepare the consolidated JCOMM E2EDM Strategy (first version)

Deadline: November 2002 (working paper, submitted to ETDMP-1 meetings) 

4) to finalize JCOMM E2EDM Strategy, using the proposals and remarks from ETPMP, DMCG, OIT ST sessions and basic design proposals of OIT pilot project, and develop JCOMM E2EDM Implementation plan. 

Deadline:   June,  2003 (dissemination working paper among the ETDMP members), 

December, 2003 (work report on ETDMP Technical meeting

Subtask 3.2. Design of the JCOMM E2EDM integration technology

Reference: para 7.5.1., 7.4.29., 7.4.34., rez. 16/4 JCOMM-1, para 90,91 DMCG-1 

Responsibility:  Nicolay Mikhailov, Catherine Maillard, Kim Finney 

Background

According to the DMCG-1 decisions the ETDMP should prepare a technical document regarding the integration technology to be used within the JCOMM E2EDM. E2EDM integration technology should to be directed on realization JCOMM E2EDM Strategy (see, subtask 3.1.) and to be based on existing and planned DP practices (see, subtask 2.1.), as well as the new Web-oriented informational technologies. 

For development of the technical document It should be taken into account the current experience, initiatives and prospects of the various groups (organizations) (ICES/IOC SGXML, DODS/VODC, WMO CBS ET/IDM and EGOWS, MEDS, US Navy (OMF), Australian HMS (FichOnline) etc.) in field of the advanced technologies of marine DM management of a various level: the centralized access, metadata, data and production exchange, distributed information systems. 

Actions:
1) To prepare the review existing and planned systems, technologies and other tools being developed with application of the new information technologies, including XML. To develop the conceptual decisions on JCOMM E2EDM integration technology

Deadline: November 2002 (working paper, submitted to ETDMP-1 and OIT ST meetings) 

3) To develop basic design decision on JCOMM  E2EDM integration technology in close cooperation with Inter-Programme Task Team on Future WMO Information System, WMO CBS ET/IDM, ICES/IOC SGXML 

Deadline: June, 2003 (working document submitted to ETDMP, DMCG and  above-mentioned groups) 
4) to finalize basic design decisions on JCOMM E2EDM integration technology 

Deadline: December, 2003 (working document submitted on ETDMP technical meeting) 

Subtask 3.2. Participating in OIT pilot project
Reference: para 7.4.43 JCOMM-1, para 52-56 DMCG-1 

Responsibility: Nicolay Mikhailov, Catherine Maillard, Kim Finney 

Background

The DMGC-1 approved the Ocean Information Technology Project proposal as a relevant initiative within the framework of the JCOMM DMPA and identified four components to be developed as "pilots" (work packages - Common protocols, Data serving, Data standards for XML and study of relevant technology, Telecommunication and computer technology study) for discussion during the first session of the OIT Steering Team (27-29 November, 2002, COD, Brussels). 

ETDMP was invited to organize planning and realization two work packages - Data serving, Data standards for XML and study of relevant technology). The participation ETDMP in OIT Pilot Project should be considered as range for testing the design decisions developed for JCOMM E2EDM Strategy and JCOMM E2EDM integration technology. 

Actions:
1) to develop the proposals on OITPP Work packages Data serving, Data standards

Deadline: October 2002 (working document submitted to ETDMP and DMCG for first consideration) 

2) to develop technical specifications of OITPP work packages and their representation on ETDMP session or/and OIT Steering Team

Deadline: November 2002 

3) realization of IOTPP Work packages, including representation of intermediate results of work packages realization on ETDMP technical meeting  

Deadline: December, 2003 (working document submitted to OIT ST, ETDMP, DMCG and other groups for consideration on technical meeting)

2003 - (according to OIT PP plan)  

°

°       °

°
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Circular letter No. 2/02

From:
Chairperson of the JCOMM Expert Team on Marine Climatology

	Subject:
	Implementation of Expert Team tasks

	Action required:
	To start realization on assignment tasks and to report to chairman of the ET on progress priori to the ETMC meeting planned in May 2004.


Dear Colleague,


In reply to the Circular letter No. 1/02 with preliminary list of tasks, which should be completed by the Team in the intersessional period I got comments and proposals from some group’s members. 


Data Management Coordinating Group discussed all problems related to ETMC activity on its first meeting in May 2002 in Paris. Some new tasks have been added. 

In results the final version of ET work plan has been created and persons responsible for realization have been identified. The final version of our work plan can be found in the annex to this letter.


I would be thankful if you could start your job. In case of any problem don’t hesitate to contact me. My e-mail address is as follow: mietus@imgw.gdynia.pl

Sincerely yours

Miroslaw Mietus

Chairman, ETMC

List of tasks

1. Finalize the International maritime Meteorological Archive (IMMA) format with a view to eventual submission to the Commission for formal adoption.

Assignment:
Mr. Scott D. Woodruff (USA), rapporteur

2. Metadata are as important as the data themselves. It was recommended to verify if all the WMO Manuals on Codes (WMO-No 306) and IMMT formats documenting the history of the marine ship codes and exchange formats are available. This task was previously considered and reported to the 8th Session of Subgroup on Marine Climatology by Ms. Teruko Manabe (Japan), but was not finalized. Therefore JCOMM-I decided to continue the study to verify the availability of documentation relating to the history of marine ship codes.

Assignment:
Mr. M. Kaneda (Japan) + Mr. S.D. Woodruff (USA) and Secretariat 

3. Under auspices of the former Subgroup on Marine Climatology some action has been taken to compile a catalogue of global storm surge data holdings. Taking into account that substantial amounts of storm surge data are archived in a number of countries, there is some interest in a global catalogue of data holdings. There is also some interest in the eventual international exchange of these data. There is thus a need to reactivate and finalize the compilation of a catalogue of global storm surge data holdings and work closely, working closely with IODE and also with ITSU. Data Management Coordinating Group agreed that storm surge datasets should be duly included in the comparative study of existing metadata systems.

Assignment:
Mr. A. Vorontsov (Russian Federation), Mr. J Carreno Campos (Chile) + Secretariat

4. Review and assess the climatological elements of the Commission, including the operation of the MCSS, and the development of required oceanographic and marine meteorological products.

Assignment:
Dr. Miroslaw Mietus, Dr. C. Tam (Hong Kong, China) + Secretariat

5. Investigate the possibility to re-establish global wave metadata archive center.

Assignment:
Action will be taken after contact with Mr. Val Swail (Canada) chairman of the ET on Wind Waves and Storm Surges + Secretariat

6. Keep under review and propose procedures for the preparation and/or updating of relevant technical publications.

Assignment:

Mr. A. Lal, Ms. C. Rossler and Mr. K. Wurodu (Ghana)

7. Provide support to CCl and assign experts to assist CCl in preparing the revised Guide to Climatological Practices.

Assignment:
Dr. Miroslaw Mietus, Secretariat and the Management 
Committee of CCl.

8. Continue with the digitization of non-electronic earlier versions of WMO-No. 47.

Assignment:

Secretariat and Mr. S.D. Woodruff (USA)

9. Recent version of TurboWin automatically converts wind speed to the standard level of 10m. This may affect now existing databases by causing inhomogeneity if climatological marine data will be used without information concerning version of TurboWin software (available since 1st January 2003 from IMMT-2). However information on reduction of wind speed is not automatically available from IMMT-2 records. Therefore it is essential do recognize the scale of this problem and eventually to initiate appropriate changes in used software.

Assignment:

Mr. Fritz Koek (Netherlands)

10. Keep under review IMMT format and MQCS

Assignment:

Dr. Volker Wagner (Germany) + Mr. Chris Hall (UK)

11. Participate in the work of the organizing/scientific committee of the Workshop on Advances in Marine Climatology – CLIMAR-2 (Brussels, late 2003).

Assignment:
D. Dehenauw (Belgium), D.E.Harrison (USA), M. Mietus (Poland), D. Parker (U.K.), V. Swail (Canada), S. Woodruff (USA), T. Manabe (Secretariat)

12. The Workshop on Advances in the Use of Historical Marine Climate Data has been held in Boulder (USA), 29 Jan.-1 Feb. 2002. The recommendation from the Working Group on Mean sea level pressure and wind (WG3) is to adjust the wind force data back to about 1854 using an improved equivalence scale (most likely the implementation should produce a separate field, so that the present WMO 1100-based values can still be archived and made available).
Assignment:
Dr. Ralf Lindau (Germany) - external expert, S.D. Woodruff (USA)

13. The Data Management Coordinating Group on its first meeting in Paris (22-25 May 2002) agreed that MCSS is an important and highly developed system of marine meteorological data management with a distributed structure. However, there is a lack of a so called “route map” for users looking for data and assistance. This element was considered as very important and to be implemented as soon as possible.

Assignment:

Dr. Miroslaw Mietus (rapporteur), representatives of RMs, GCCs and Secretariat

