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Subject:
Nomination of members of the Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM)

Action required:
(i)
To inform the Secretariats of the  names  and  full  contact  details  of your 
nominated members of JCOMM, by 31 January 2000;


(ii)
To consult widely with relevant  agencies  and  institutions  in your country, 



both in preparing the nominations and also in developing a coherent and integrated national approach to implementing marine observing systems and services.

To:
Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO (PR-5610)


Member States of IOC (Action Addressees)
Dear Sir/Madam,

You will recall that 13th World Meteorological Congress (Geneva, 4-28 May 1999) and the 20th IOC Assembly (Paris, 29 June-8 July 1999) both approved the establishment of a new Joint WMO/IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), primarily through the merger of the existing WMO Commission for Marine Meteorology (CMM) and the Joint IOC/WMO Committee for the Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IGOSS). The respective resolutions are Resolution 14 (Cg-XIII) and IOC Resolution XX-12, and the approved JCOMM Terms of Reference are attached herewith in the annex for information. JCOMM is an intergovernmental body, with the status in WMO of a Technical Commission and in IOC of a Technical and/or Scientific Committee.

In deciding to establish JCOMM, both Congress and the Assembly, in particular, urged Members/Member States:

(i) To provide every support possible to JCOMM to contribute to its success, including the nomination of appropriate experts/national representatives to serve on the Technical Commission and to undertake work on its behalf;

(ii) At the national level, to make efforts to enhance coordination and cooperation between meteorologists and oceanographers, both to ensure a balanced input to the work of JCOMM, and also to develop a truly multidisciplinary approach to marine monitoring and services, in support of WMO and IOC programmes and the needs of all marine users.

In accordance with the decisions of Congress and the Assembly, we now have pleasure in inviting you to formally nominate technical experts to serve as members of JCOMM. In doing so, you should note that memberships of the former CMM and IGOSS lapsed with the establishment of JCOMM and the simultaneous abolition of these two bodies. Nevertheless, to facilitate a smooth transition from the existing bodies to JCOMM and to ensure continuity in experience and expertise, you may wish to consider re-nominating at least some existing CMM/IGOSS members to JCOMM.

In view of the importance of engaging JCOMM members in the work of the new joint Technical Commission as quickly as possible, it would be appreciated if you could inform the Secretariats of the details of your nominated members at your earliest convenience, and in any case before 31 January 2000.  If we do not hear from you by that date, it will be assumed that you wish to retain your existing CMM/IGOSS members as members of JCOMM, at least on an interim basis.

It is perfectly acceptable, and even encouraged in order to facilitate an appropriate diversity of expertise, for WMO Members and IOC Member States to separately nominate members to JCOMM. At the same time, however, and following the strong wishes of Congress and the Assembly, you are urged to consult as widely as possible among agencies and institutions in your country with a potential interest in the work of JCOMM when preparing membership nominations. Such consultation will both assist in generating a balanced input to the work of JCOMM, and also begin the essential process of developing the multidisciplinary and multi-institutional approach to marine monitoring and services which will be required in JCOMM.

The first session of the new Technical Commission (JCOMM-I) is planned tentatively to take place during the first half of 2001. This is roughly the time previously scheduled for the next session of the former CMM, with the former IGOSS session scheduled for late 1999 being cancelled. A letter inviting nomination of participants in this intergovernmental meeting will be sent separately at an appropriate time well in advance of the session. The remaining period of some eighteen months leading up to JCOMM-I is being used to carefully plan the transition to JCOMM, from both an institutional perspective, and also in developing concrete proposals regarding a future integrated JCOMM work programme and structure, for consideration by the Technical Commission in session. 

At the same time, and as recognized by Congress and the Assembly, it is essential that work be continued on the existing, high priority activities already identified by CMM, IGOSS and the other components of JCOMM. In addition, work should also begin on implementation of aspects of GOOS and GCOS which fall within the domain of JCOMM. To this end, the First Transition Planning Meeting for JCOMM (St Petersburg, July 1999) agreed that the existing CMM/IGOSS structures of working groups, panels, sub-groups and rapporteurs should remain unchanged until JCOMM-I.  It was further agreed that the current president of CMM (Mr J. Guddal) and chairman of IGOSS (Professor D. Kohnke) should continue as interim co-presidents of JCOMM, until formal elections for the co-presidents 

which will take place as usual towards the end of JCOMM-I session. You are therefore urged to continue to support the important work of your experts within these various subsidiary bodies during this transition period.

Yours faithfully,

(M.J.P. Jarraud)

(P. Bernal)

for the Secretary-General of WMO

Executive Secretary, IOC

cc:
Members of Interim JCOMM Management Committee
)


Chairmen of GOOS and GCOS Steering Committees
)  (for information)

