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Joint IOC-WMO Circular Letter JCOMM No. 02-9
Paris, 17 April 2002

Annex:
1 (English only)

Subject:
On-line Information Service Bulletin on Non-drifting Ocean Data Acquisition Systems (ODAS)

Action required:
(i)
To transmit information on non-drifting ODAS to national authorities concerned.


(ii)
To inform the joint Secretariat on changes in national non-drifting ODAS in near-real-time and systematically once a year

To:
Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO


Member States of IOC (Action Addressees)

Dear Sir/Madam,


The Joint IOC-WMO Circular Letter IGOSS [Integrated Global Ocean Services System] No. 99-154, dated 15 October 1999, forwarded the twenty-second issue of the Regular Information Service Bulletin on Non-drifting Ocean Data Acquisition Systems (ODAS). With the merging of IGOSS and the WMO Commission for Marine Meteorology (CMM) into JCOMM, the Bulletin, which used to be a joint IGOSS-WWW [World Weather Watch of WMO] publication, became a joint JCOMM-WWW venture managed by the joint Secretariat for JCOMM.


The twenty-second issue of the bulletin had been prepared, as were all previous issues, on the basis of the information received from Member States of IOC and Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO in response to the last Joint IOC-WMO Circular Letter dealing with that topic. When such information was lacking, it was assumed that the information contained in the previous bulletin issue was still valid. That information was then reproduced, together with a note indicating when it dated from.


At its fifteenth session (Wellington, October 1999), the Data Buoy Cooperation Panel (DBCP) requested the Secretariat to arrange for the bulletin to be made available in electronic form and to be placed on an appropriate web server. The Canadian Marine Environmental Data Services (MEDS) kindly agreed to establish an electronic version of the Bulletin, which is now available on-line at the Uniform Resource Locator (URL):

http://www.meds-sdmm.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/odas/main.htm

A printed copy of the overall bulletin as it presently stands is attached herewith for your information.


It is now expected that the on-line bulletin will definitively replace the previous printed version. All information regarding the bulletin and updating method will be found on-line at the above address. Updating will henceforth normally take place "in near-real-time", that is every time there is a change in the national network of non-drifting ODAS. In addition, it would be highly desirable that, at least once a year (e.g. early January), a review of the national information provided in the bulletin be undertaken by each country, for the purpose of checking the accuracy of that information and updating it as necessary.


It may happen that, in your country, you encounter practical difficulties to access the World Wide Web, for various reasons. In such a case, and if you are nevertheless interested in the content of the bulletin, we would urge you to inform the joint JCOMM Secretariat accordingly, in order that we could forward you, on a yearly basis, a printed copy of the latest version of the bulletin.

We should like to stress that one of the purposes of the bulletin is to make widely known the positions and types of non-drifting buoys and other ODAS now deployed, mainly with a view to improving the safety of navigation and for preventing wilful damage to these installations. If scientific or technical institutions in your country are currently carrying out marine observations by non-drifting ODAS, we should appreciate it if you would provide the requested information to the appropriate national authorities in your country and the international organizations concerned with buoy and ODAS deployments.


We should finally like to again draw your attention to the decisions of the governing bodies of IOC and WMO, which urged Member States / Members to arrange for the increased transmission of data from moored and drifting buoys on the Global Telecommunication System (GTS) of WMO, on a real-time basis. It is therefore very much hoped that institutions deploying buoys and other ODAS will arrange for the insertion of their data onto the GTS for operational oceanographic and meteorological purposes.
P. Bernal

Executive Secretary IOC
Yours faithfully,
M.J.P. Jarraud

for the Secretary-General of WMO

cc:
Co-presidents and members, JCOMM

Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Technical Co-ordinator and National Focal Points, DBCP

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Technical Secretary and Technical Co-ordinator, EGOS

Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Co-ordinator, IABP

Chairman and Co-ordinator, IPAB

Chairman and Co-ordinator, ISABP

Chairman and Co-ordinator, IPBIO

Chairman, TIP

Chairman and Vice-Chairman, IOC Committee on IODE

President and Vice-President, WMO CBS

Secretary-General, CIRM

Secretary-General, ICES

Secretary-General, ICS

President of the Directing Committee, IHO

Secretary-General, IMO

Chairman, IFRB (ITU)

Executive Director, POGO

President and General Manager, CLS/Service Argos

President, Service Argos Inc.

Chairman and Vice-Chairmen, IOC

Permanent Delegations and Observer Mission to UNESCO of IOC Member States
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