GUIDELINES FOR ENHANCING NATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN

AND EXPLOITATION OF

THE PROGRAMMES OF JCOMM
JCOMM-I recognized that the success of JCOMM will depend on extensive cooperation and coordination at the national level amongst meteorological and oceanographic agencies and institutions. The JCOMM Management Committee at its first session added to this the need to extend this coordination to other stakeholders with interest in oceanography and marine meteorology. The Management Committee therefore suggests that each Member / Member State appoint (preferably a single) national focal point, or focal points, for JCOMM.

The Management Committee developed the following guidelines to assist Members / Member States in enhancing the effectiveness of JCOMM and optimizing the benefits at the national level. These guidelines will be communicated to existing national contacts and publicized on the JCOMM Web site.

· Provide national contacts to the JCOMM Secretariat, so that the flow of relevant information to and from JCOMM to interested national parties can be optimized.

· Assume a level of responsibility for providing and dispersing JCOMM information (principally through e-mail) to other individuals, groups and stakeholders with an interest in oceanography and marine meteorology (joint or specific).

· Provide national advocacy for the activities of JCOMM, including participation in the work programme, emphasizing the value that can accrue both to JCOMM and at the national level through strong international cooperation and coordination.

· Take advantage of JCOMM material (promotional as well as products), as appropriate, to further cooperation among national agencies and groups.

· Through the exchange of information noted above, identify opportunities for national and regional participation in capacity building including enhanced investment in human skills, technology and infrastructure.

