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Annexes:
3 (available in English only) 

Subject:
Draft Project Proposal for the Western Indian Ocean Marine Applications Project (WIOMAP) and Second Implementation Planning Meeting for WIOMAP 

Actions required:
1.
To provide comments on the draft project document to the Secretariat, by 1 September 2002.


2.
To notify the Secretariat, also by 1 September 2002, of the name(s) of participants, and of any funding requirements.

To:
Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO (limited distribution)


IOC Action Addressees (limited distribution)

Dear Sir/Madam,

You may recall that a First Implementation Planning Meeting for a Western Indian Ocean Marine Applications Project (WIOMAP) took place in Mauritius in May 1997. Your agency, and/or other meteorological and oceanographic agencies in your country, were represented in this meeting, and thus would subsequently have received copies of the final report of the meeting. A primary result of the meeting was a firm agreement by all participants on the potential value of WIOMAP, and on a conceptual project outline.

The next major step in project development was an extensive mission undertaken to all potential participating countries in the region, in late 2000, by Mr S. Ragoonaden (Mauritius, chairman of the First Implementation Planning Meeting), to survey existing facilities as well as both agency and user requirements. On the basis of this survey, as well as the results of the First Implementation Planning Meeting, Mr Ragoonaden then prepared a first draft of a comprehensive project document for WIOMAP. This first draft was then reviewed extensively by a number of experts in both WMO and IOC, and subsequently revised once more by Mr Ragoonaden.

We now have pleasure in enclosing herewith a copy of this revised draft for your consideration. You are kindly invited to carefully review this draft, in particular from the point of view of the eventual participation of your own agency or institution in the project, and to pass any comments, suggestions and proposals for amendments, to either Secretariat, by 1 September 2002. (WMO: attention Dr P. Dexter, email dexter@www.wmo.ch; IOC: attention Dr C. Summerhayes, email c.summerhayes@unesco.org) These comments and proposals will then be used to prepare a further revised draft of the document, which will be submitted for consideration at a Second Implementation Planning Meeting for WIOMAP.

At the kind invitation of the Mauritius Oceanography Institute, the Second Implementation Planning Meeting for WIOMAP will take place in Grand Bay, Mauritius, in conjunction with the Indian Ocean GOOS Conference, during the period 1 November to 9 November 2002. The WIOMAP meeting will commence at 0900 hours on Friday, 1 November 2002, and if necessary will continue at appropriate times during the subsequent IOGOOS Conference. We now have pleasure in inviting your agency or institute to be represented in this meeting, the primary objective of which is to undertake a final review and adoption of the WIOMAP Project document. The provisional agenda and annotated provisional agenda for the meeting are attached herewith. The meeting, including all documentation, will be in English only.

In view of the very limited funding available for these meetings, it is hoped that you will be able to support the participation of your experts from national sources. If necessary, however, WMO and IOC are prepared to consider the possibility to provide limited funding support (airfare and/or a subsistence allowance) for the participation in the WIOMAP meeting of a maximum of two experts from each potential WIOMAP participating country. These two experts will comprise one each from the National Meteorological Service and an oceanographic institute in each country. If requested, the subsistence allowance will be extended to also cover participation in all or part of the IOGOOS Conference.

We would appreciate it if you could inform either Secretariat (as above, attention Dr Dexter for WMO and Dr Summerhayes for IOC), again by 1 September 2002 at the latest, if your country will be represented in the WIOMAP meeting, and of the name(s) and contact details of your representative(s). You should also inform of any funding requirements, and of the nature of these requirements (travel and/or a subsistence allowance, for WIOMAP or both WIOMAP and IOGOOS). The names of the participants eventually accepted for funding by WMO and IOC will then be passed to the Mauritius Oceanography Institute (MOI), who have kindly agreed to handle all travel arrangements on behalf of both Organizations. These participants will then be contacted directly by the MOI regarding their travel and various local arrangements. They will also be contacted directly by the WMO/IOC Secretariats regarding the documentation for the WIOMAP meeting.

Finally, if your participants in the WIOMAP meeting wish to participate also in the IOGOOS Conference, they may obtain information regarding the conference, including the registration form, from the MOI web site at: http://moi.gov.mu/.

We look forward to hearing from you in due course, and to a very successful WIOMAP meeting and project.

Yours faithfully,

(M. Jarraud)

(P. Bernal)

for the Secretary-General of WMO

Executive Secretary, IOC

cc:
Co-presidents of JCOMM
)


Ms M. Andrioli, JCOMM Capacity Building Coordinator
) (for information)


Mr S. Ragoonaden, Mauritius
)


Mr W. Erb, IOC/GOOS Perth Office
)
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