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Joint WMO-IOC Circular Letter JCOMM No. 01-5
GENEVA, 20 February 2001

Annexes:
2

Subject:
Nomination of members of groups and expert teams and rapporteurs of JCOMM

Action required:
To return to the WMO Secretariat before 30 March 2001, a completed form for each expert from your country to be considered for nomination as a member of a group, expert team, or rapporteur of JCOMM

To:
Permanent Representatives (or Directors of Meteorological or Hydrometeorological Services) of Members of WMO (PR-5742)


Member States of IOC (action addresses)

Dear Sir/Madam,

We wish to refer to WMO letter No. 5/JCOMM-I (WMO-1198) dated 19 December 2000, by which you were informed of the convening of the first session of the Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM-I) scheduled to be held in Akureyri, Iceland from 19-29 June 2001.  As you are aware, JCOMM-I will consider the establishment of a number of working groups, expert teams and rapporteurs for the next intersessional period of the Commission.


Experience during previous sessions of WMO technical commissions has shown that the selection of individuals to serve as members of groups or independent experts is considerably facilitated and improved if information is available at the session on the national experts ready to work in the different fields of activity of the Commission.  This information should comprise the experts’ professional background, experience and involvement in the proposed field of activity for which the nomination is being made.

The JCOMM interim Management Committee has established a list of potential groups, expert teams and rapporteurs, and their corresponding sets of activities, for consideration by the Commission.  These have been put together as given in Annex I. In addition to the JCOMM Management Committee, the work of the Commission is to be undertaken within four Programme Areas – Services, Observations, Data Management, and Education, Training and Capacity Building. Within each Programme Area, it is proposed to establish Coordination Groups (which may also include specialist rapporteurs) and a variety of Expert Teams to address specific speciality areas. In some cases, these Expert Teams will be comprised, partly or entirely, of panels or groups constituted externally and, therefore, reporting to and coordinated by JCOMM rather than being fully subsidiary to the Commission (e.g. the Data Buoy Observations Team, including the DBCP, TAO Implementation Panel (TIP) and their Action Groups, and the link to the Argo Science Team). In other cases, Expert Team membership will be nominated entirely by JCOMM in session.


The co-presidents of the Commission have requested us to circulate this list to Members and Member States before JCOMM-I so as to permit them to nominate well-qualified experts as potential members of JCOMM groups and expert teams, and as individual rapporteurs, responsible for these topics.


It is important to recognize that the careful selection of individuals for these positions is the key to the success of the work during the intersessional period.  Members/Member States nominating candidates should realize that the nomination implies a commitment that the nominee will be fully supported by the national agency(ies) concerned in carrying out his or her duties, which will be set out in the terms of reference at JCOMM-I.  As a guide to the effort generally involved, it is estimated that an expert needs to be able to spend up to two months of work per year during the four-year period.  It is, therefore, essential to take the following factors into consideration when making nominations:

(a) The candidate is an expert in the field where he or she is nominated, preferably with some international experience, and has a good knowledge of a WMO/IOC working language;

(b) The candidate is ready and willing to carry out the duties of the position;

(c) The employer of the candidate must ensure his/her availability for the time needed to accomplish the work assigned to the position.


These factors will be taken into consideration at the selection stage.

Using these criteria, it would be appreciated if, through consultation as appropriate among National Meteorological Services and oceanographic institutions in your country, you would submit nominations of experts for one or more of the proposed topics.  It is recognized that the experts nominated may come from a number of Services or Institutions in your country.
To ensure that the information is available in a uniform manner, it would be appreciated if you could arrange for the completion of the attached form given in Annex II by each of the experts you wish to nominate.  The completed forms should be sent to the WMO Secretariat as soon as possible, but not later than 30 March 2001 in order to ensure that this information will be available for consideration during JCOMM-I.


The advance nomination of experts received from Permanent Representatives of Member countries and/or IOC Action Addressees would meet the requirement for the Permanent Representative’s prior concurrence as prescribed under WMO General Regulation 35(a), and would, therefore, enhance the possibility for an early activation of the working groups concerned.  I hope you appreciate that the ultimate decision regarding the establishment and composition of the working groups rests with the Commission.


In the event that you do not envisage at this time that your country will be represented at JCOMM-I, it is particularly important that you consider favourably this invitation to nominate candidates.  Such a nomination from you will, at least, ensure that experts from your country are considered when appointments are made at the session.

Yours faithfully,

(M. Jarraud)

(P. Bernal)

for the Secretary-General of WMO

Executive Secretary, IOC

cc:
Co-presidents of JCOMM
)


Members of JCOMM
)  (for information)

LIST OF POTENTIAL MEMBERS/POSITIONS AND CORRESPONDING ACTIVITIES

FOR THE COMMISSION GROUPS, EXPERT TEAMS AND RAPPORTEURS PROPOSED TO JCOMM-I

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Potential Members
Provisional List of Activities

Two Co-presidents of JCOMM
· To jointly undertake the duties required of the co-presidents of a joint WMO/IOC technical commission;

· To chair meetings as required within the above duties, including for example, the JCOMM Management Committee, etc.;

· To represent the Joint WMO-IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology both within the WMO and IOC systems and at a range of other meetings, workshops and conferences;

· To promote recognition and increase awareness of the role of JCOMM in the development and implementation of operational oceanography, including the implementation of relevant parts of GOOS and GCOS.

Members of the Management Committee

Notes:

1. Management Committee to include, ex officio, the Programme Area Coordinators and representatives of external scientific advisory bodies.

2. Management Committee to also include two additional members nominated by JCOMM.
(a) Advise the co-presidents on the short and long-term planning of the work programme of JCOMM and on its implementation;

(b) Advise the co-presidents regarding the resources required for the implementation of the work programme, as well as approaches to identifying and mobilizing these resources;

(c) Assist the co-presidents in the coordination and integration of the work of JCOMM, as implemented through the various working groups, teams and rapporteurs;

(d) Review the internal structure and working methods of the Commission, including its relationship to other bodies, both internal and external to WMO and IOC, and develop proposals for modifications as appropriate;

(e) Advise on the implementation of activities and projects referred to JCOMM for action by WWW, WCP, GOOS, GCOS and other programmes, including in particular the GOOS/GCOS Implementation Action Plan;

(f) Contribute as required to the WMO Long-term Planning process, in particular with respect to the development and monitoring of the implementation of the marine programme component.

SERVICES PROGRAMME AREA

Potential Positions
Provisional List of Activities

Services Programme Area Coordinator (with other members of the Services Coordination Group)


(a) Keep under review and advise on the effectiveness, coordination and operation of the Services work programme, including performance with respect to timeliness, standards, quality and relevance to established user requirements;

(b) Through the assembly of requirements identified by specialist service groups, and other PAs of JCOMM, provide advice on JCOMM services that need to be implemented or discontinued;

(c) Develop interfaces to representative user groups in order to monitor the strength and weaknesses of existing services;

(d) Ensure effective coordination and cooperation with appropriate groups and bodies of CBS, GOOS and GCOS in the area of service provision;

(e) Liaise with external bodies, in particular those representing user communities.

Chairman and members of the Expert Team on Maritime Safety Services

Note: Membership open but to include at least representatives of the Issuing Services for the GMDSS.
(a) Monitor the operations of the marine broadcast system for the GMDSS and develop improvements as necessary;

(b) Liaise with IMO, IHO, ICS, Inmarsat and other concerned organizations and bodies on maritime safety issues, including the GMDSS;

(c) Monitor requirements for international coordination of meteorological and related services provided through NAVTEX and propose actions as appropriate.

Chairman and members of the Expert Team on Wind Waves and Storm Surges

Note: Chairman and five other experts required.
(a) Monitor and assist in the implementation of the JCOMM Wind Wave and Storm Surge Programme and propose amendments as required;

(b) Develop technical advice on wave and storm surge modelling, forecasting and service provision and provide assistance and support to Member States as required;

(c) Monitor projects for verification of operational wind wave and storm surge model outputs and assist in their implementation as required;

(d) Ensure effective coordination and cooperation with appropriate GOOS bodies on requirements for and implementation of wind wave and storm surge products and services.

Chairman and members of the Expert Team on Sea Ice

Note: Chairman and seven other experts required.


(a) Keep under review and catalogue the products and services required by user communities in sea ice areas;

(b) Encourage and advise on the relevant numerical models and forecast techniques for products and services;

(c) Develop technical guidance material, software exchange, specialized training and other appropriate capacity building support with regard to sea ice observations and services;

(d) Maintain linkages with relevant international organizations and programmes, in particular CLIC, IICWG and ASPeCt;

(e) Keep under review the operations of the Global Digital Sea Ice Data Bank, provide guidance as appropriate, and encourage and facilitate enhanced submissions of sea ice data to the bank;

(f) Recommend and promote appropriate QC, error analysis and archiving mechanisms;

(g) Review and propose amendments to formats, nomenclatures and procedures for sea ice data and information exchange as well as to relevant terminology, coding and mapping standards.

Rapporteur on MPERSS Forecasting 

Note: Member of the Services Coordination Group.
To keep the MPERSS under review and advise the Services Coordinator and JCOMM co-presidents on actions required to further implementation and enhance the quality of the system.

Editor of the JCOMM Products Bulletin

Note: Member of the Services Coordination Group.
Maintain and edit the electronic JCOMM Products Bulletin, under the general guidance of the Services Coordinator and JCOMM co‑presidents.

OBSERVATIONS PROGRAMME AREA

Potential Positions
Provisional list of Activities

Observations Programme Area Coordinator (with other members of the Observations Coordination Group)

Notes:

1. The Data Buoy Observations Team includes the existing DBCP, TIP and Actions Groups, which are constituted separately.

2. The Sea Level Observations Team is the existing GLOSS Group of Experts, which is constituted separately.

3. One satellite expert member of the Observations Coordination Group to be nominated by JCOMM.

4. One additional expert member of the Observations Coordination Group should be nominated by JCOMM.
(a) Keep under review and advise on the effectiveness, coordination and operation of the observations work programme, including performance measured against scientific requirements, delivery of raw data, measurement standards, logistics and resources;

(b) Provide advice to JCOMM and to Observation Teams on possible solutions for newly identified requirements, consulting as appropriate with relevant scientific groups and CBS;

(c) Taking into account the continuing development of satellite observations and their capabilities, review in situ data requirements and recommend changes as appropriate;

(d) Coordinate the development of standardized, high quality observing practices and instrumentation and prepare recommendations for JCOMM;

(e) Examine trade-offs and use of new and improved techniques/developments against requirements and available resources;
(f) Liaise with and input to CBS activities regarding the consolidated requirements database and operational satellites.

Chairman of the Ship Observations Team

Note: The membership of the full team is open, to include VOS operators and existing ASAP Panel and SOOP Panel.
Generic

1. Review and analyze requirements for ship-based observational data expressed by the WWW, WCP, WCRP, GOOS, GCOS and in support of marine services, and coordinate actions to implement and maintain the networks to satisfy these requirements;

2. Review marine telecommunications facilities and procedures for observational data collection, as well as technology and techniques for data processing and transmission, and propose actions as necessary for improvements and enhanced application;

3. Coordinate PMO/ship greeting operations globally, propose actions to enhance PMO standards and operations, and contribute as required to PMO training;

4. Review, maintain and update as necessary technical guidance material relating to ship observations and PMOs;

5. Liaise and coordinate as necessary with other JCOMM Programme Areas and expert teams, in particular those relating to maritime safety services, marine climatology and ocean data management; in addition, liaise and coordinate with CBS, WCRP, GOOS and GCOS regarding the contribution of ship based observations to their respective programmes;

6. Establish, as necessary, ad hoc task teams to address specific issues such as: accuracy of hardware and software used on board ship; data quality control procedures for shipboard instrumentation; specifications for modifications to data transmission codes and general data formats;

7. Participate in planning activities of appropriate observing system experiments and major international research programmes as the specialist group on ship based observations.

SOOP Implementation Panel

1. Review, recommend on and, as necessary, coordinate the implementation of specialized shipboard instrumentation and observing practices;

2. Coordinate the exchange of technical information on equipment and expendable development, functionality, reliability and accuracy;

3. Ensure the distribution of available programme resources to ships to meet the agreed sampling strategy in the most efficient way;

4. Ensure the transmission of low resolution data in real time from participating ships; ensure that delayed more high resolution data are checked and distributed in a timely manner to data processing centres;

5. Maintain, through the SOOP Coordinator, appropriate inventories, monitoring reports and analyses, and information exchange facilities;

6. Provide general guidance to the coordinator in his support for the SOOP.

ASAP Panel

1. Coordinate the overall implementation of the ASAP, including recommending routes and monitoring the overall performance of the programme, both operationally and in respect of the quality of the ASAP system data processing;

2. As may be required by some members, arrange for and use funds and contributions in kind needed for the procurement, implementation and operation of ASAP systems and for the promotion and expansion of the programme;

3. Carry out other activities as agreed upon by participating members to implement and operate ASAP and to promote and expand the programme internationally;

4. Prepare annually a report on the status of ASAP operations, data availability and data quality.

VOS Panel

1. Review, recommend on and coordinate the implementation of new and improved specialized shipboard instrumentation, siting and observing practices;

2. Support the development and maintenance of the VOSClim Project;

3. Develop and implement activities to enhance ship recruitment, including promotional brochures, training videos, etc.

DATA MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME AREA

Potential Members
Provisional List of Activities

Data Management Programme Area Coordinator (with other members of the Data Management Coordination Group)

Note: The DM Coordination Group to include three specialist rapporteurs:

1. Data exchange codes and formats;

2. Communications systems for data exchange;

3. Data flow monitoring.
(a) Plan, initiate and oversee the implementation of the DM work programme;

(b) Advise on actions required to implement, maintain and make available to users a fully integrated ocean/atmosphere data stream, including identification of the required resources;

(c) Ensure full and effective collaboration, coordination and compatibility with other data management bodies and programmes, including IODE, CBS, CCl, CEOS, GOSSP and the WDCs;

(d) Keep under review and encourage the use of advanced information technology in marine data management;

(e) Encourage and assist countries to identify, rescue, digitize and archive historical marine meteorological and oceanographic data;

(f) Develop, where possible generic, QC, metadata, analysis, data flow and data exchange standards, formats and procedures for JCOMM data;

(g) Keep under review the requirements of operational centres for real time, integrated marine data delivery and develop and recommend improved procedures to ensure that data and metadata are available to these centres with appropriate timeliness and quality;

(h) Collaborate with CBS in the development and maintenance of real time data quality and data flow monitoring and follow-up procedures.

Chairman and five additional members of the Expert Team on Ocean Data Management

Note: Additional members to be nominated by IOC/IODE.
(a) Develop data management project proposals for specific classes and types of ocean data as requested by the DM coordination group;

(b) Garner support and contributions for the new classes of data so that the proposals can proceed;

(c) Develop project plans and implementation schedules as required for the new data classes;

(d) Oversee existing ocean data management programmes and projects to ensure that they are performing as required or making necessary adjustments to adapt to changing observational technology and needs;

(e) Ensure that adequate documentation of the programmes and projects exists and is available;

(f) Ensure the programme/project teams have a proper mixture of expertise (scientific, data management, technical) so that the goals can be met;

(g) Ensure that appropriate resources are available to promote and enhance programmes and projects;

(h) Provide status reports on the various programmes and projects to parent bodies at appropriate intervals.

Chairman and two additional members of the Expert Team on Marine Climatology

Note: Additional members to be nominated by the eight Responsible Members for the MCSS and by the two Global Collecting Centres for the MCSS.
(a) Operate a programme for the development and maintenance of end-to-end systems for the assembly and management of marine climatological data and related metadata sets required for GOOS, GCOS, WCP, other programme and marine users;

(b) Develop and recommend QC, metadata, analysis, data flow and data exchange standards, formats and procedures to meet the requirements and time scales of users;

(c) Keep under review the operations of the MCSS and related existing data management schemes and make recommendations for improvement as necessary;

(d) Design, recommend and maintain data flow monitoring systems;

(e) Encourage and facilitate the enhanced submission of data to the MCSS and other specific data management systems;

(f) Keep under review the work of Data Assembly Centres and recommend enhancements and/or additional centres as appropriate;

(g) Keep under review and, as necessary, propose procedures for the preparation and/or updating of relevant technical publications;

(h) Keep under review developments with Beaufort equivalent scales.

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME AREA

Potential Members
Provisional List of Activities

Education, Training and Capacity Building Programme Area Coordinator (with other members of the Coordination Group)

Note: Additional specialist rapporteurs may be nominated by JCOMM to this group.
(a) Plan, initiate and implement the ETCB work programme, including in particular the JCOMM Capacity Building Strategy;

(b) Keep under review existing training and guidance material (paper and electronic) and advise on procedures for updating, as well as for the development of new material;

(c) Monitor regional requirements for capacity building and develop regional projects as appropriate;

(d) Develop and implement integrated training and support activities, in collaboration with other programme areas and external bodies and programmes (e.g. WMO ET/TCO, IOC-TEMA, GOOS, GCOS, IGOS).

Chairman and three members of the Task Team on Resources
(a) Monitor the existence, fields of interest and procedures of international and national aid programmes, foundations and all other possible sources of funding and advise on proposal development;

(b) Where possible, develop links and contacts to funding sources and aid programme management;

(c) Develop a plan for obtaining resources for JCOMM Capacity Building, in collaboration with GOOS and GCOS.

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION


_____________

INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION (OF UNESCO)
___________

PARTICULARS OF EXPERTS PROPOSED FOR CONSIDERATION AS

MEMBERS OF WORKING GROUPS/EXPERT TEAMS/RAPPORTEURS AT JCOMM-I


Country:


1. Family name:


2.
First name:


3. Date of birth:


4.
Nationality:


5.
Mailing address:


6.
Telephone:



Telefax:



E-mail:


7.
Employing institution and position held:


8. Proposed JCOMM group or expert team membership or rapporteur as contained in Annex I, for which nomination is being made:


9.
Concise description of relevant work experience* (major projects, research, dates) which pertain to the above activities:


10. List of publications (technical reports, research papers, etc) on the above activities*:

11. Level of knowledge of working languages of WMO/IOC (indicate excellent, good or fair, as appropriate):

English

French


Russian

Spanish


Chinese

Arabic


Date:

Signature:


This form to be completed by all nominated experts and sent to:

The Secretary-General

World Meteorological Organization

7 bis, avenue de la Paix

Case postale No. 2300

CH-1211 Geneva 2

Switzerland

Fax: +41-22 730 81 81

Deadline for submission: 30 March 2001
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