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Annexes:
2 (available in English only)

Subject:
Integration of buoy and float deployment opportunities

Action required:
To provide the Technical Coordinator of the DBCP and SOOP Implementation Panel with information on buoy and float deployment opportunities

To:
Permanent Representatives of Members of WMO represented on JCOMM


Member States of IOC

Dear Sir/Madam,

As you may know, the Data Buoy Co-operation Panel (DBCP) maintains a list of National Focal Points for Logistic Facilities (see Annex B). There is a need to frequently check this list and to make sure it is up to date. At the same time, with the advent of the Argo Programme (http://www.argo.ucsd.edu), which plans to deploy about 3000 sub-surface floats during the next five years (some have already been deployed and there are already commitments to deploy 2100 in the next three years), there is an increasing need for deployment opportunities from ships and aircraft. In practice, deploying a surface drifter is a similar exercise to the deployment of a sub-surface float.


In the context of the integrated marine observing networks planned under the joint WMO‑IOC Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), a number of marine meteorology and oceanographic activities require similar logistic support or can provide support for the deployment of drifting buoys and floats:

· Drifting buoy deployments (by ship or aircraft)

· Sub-surface float deployment (by ship or aircraft)

· Moored buoy servicing (by ship, e.g. for TAO or PIRATA)

· Volunteer Observing Ships

· Deployment of XBTs (by ship)

· Automatic Shipboard Aerological Programme


It is therefore planned to centralize a list of potential buoy and float deployment opportunities within JCOMM. It is clear that this approach will greatly facilitate the work of the buoy and float operators in identifying potential deployment opportunities and establishing direct contacts with key people in order to check feasibility and, if feasible, to agree details with them.

In practice, the list will be maintained and made available via a web site operated at the proposed JCOMM Observing Platform Operations centre (JCOMMOPS, http://www.jcommops.org). It will replace the existing DBCP list of National Focal Points for Logistic Facilities. The JCOMMOPS concept was recently discussed and strongly endorsed at the second JCOMM Transition Planning Meeting, which was held in Paris, 14-16 June 2000. Pending formal endorsement from the DBCP and SOOP, which will provide the resources to operate the centre, and from the first JCOMM meeting, Akureyri, Iceland, 19-29 June 2001, the JCOMMTRAN-2 meeting agreed that the centre could operate immediately on an interim basis.


In order to build the JCOMM list of buoy and float deployment opportunities, we would therefore be grateful if you could check the attached list of DBCP National Focal Points for Logistic Facilities, report any discrepancies, and provide us with additional information as proposed in Annex A.  Please reply directly to Mr. Etienne Charpentier, Technical Coordinator of the DBCP and SOOP whose references are indicated in Annex A.


Information which you provide in this regard will greatly facilitate the work of those in charge of organising buoy and float deployments, and will enhance cost-effectiveness of related programmes.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Yours faithfully,

(M. Jarraud)

(P. Bernal)

for the Secretary-General of WMO

Executive Secretary, IOC

cc:
Members of interim JCOMM Management Committee
)


Graeme Brough, Chairman, DBCP
)


Dean Roemmich, Chairman, Argo Science Team
)


Rick Bailey, Chairman, SOOP
)  (for information)


Klaus Hedgegaard, Chairman, ASAPP
)


Etienne Charpentier, Technical Coordinator, DBCP and SOOP
)


Members of JCOMM
)
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