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Single Air Transport Market (SAATM)

» The Single African Air Transport Market is based on the
Yamoussoukro Decision (YD) concept of liberalisation of air
transport in Africa which emerged in 1988 with the adoption of the
Yamoussoukro Declaration, followed ten years later by the
Yamoussoukro Decision (YD) of 1999.

» Based on the need to accelerate the implementation of past and existing
continental initiatives for growth and sustainable development.
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Authority behind the Single African Air
Transport Market
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lne 24" Oradinary session ot the Alrican
Union (AU) Assembly/AU/Decl.1(XXIV).
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3" meeting of the Ministerial Working Group on establishment of the SAATM took place from 5
to 8 December 2017. It established a framework to oversee and guide implementation of
agreed activities and road map for the establishment of a Single African Air Transport Market;

Working Group is composed of Ministers responsible for Air Transport of Member States who
have declared their Solemn Commitment to the implementation of the Yamoussoukro Decision
towards the establishment of a SAATM.

The African Union Commission (AUC), AFCAC and the Government of the Togolese Republic
convened the 4t" meeting of the Ministerial Working Group on SAATM which took place in
Lome, Togo 25 - 28 May 2018.

SAATM was formally launched on the 28t" of January 2018 on the margins of the African Union
Summit in Addis Ababa , Ethiopia;

Current members of the Ministerial Working Group, the number of countries that have sighed
the Solemn Commitment has increased steadily from eleven to twenty-seven;




Expected outcomes/benefits of full implementation of YD
and establishment of a SAATM

The African
airlines

Airports and Air
Navigation service
providers

Increased choice of carriers

Convenience and ease of travel

Better connectivity

Reduced fares

Better quality & reliable services from competing airlines

More commercial freedom to wider route networks
More frequencies, hence economies of scale and density
Better aircraft utilisation

Flexibility and reduced cost of operations

More flexible commercial arrangements such as alliances, code
shares, franchises, interlining, mergers and acquisitions among
African carriers

Increased and efficient utilisation of airport facilities
and airspace.

Enhanced revenue generation from Passenger
Service Charges,

Increased landing and parking fees.
Enhanced Air Navigation charges.
Improved non-aeronautical revenues.



Expected outcomes/benefits of full implementation of YD
and establishment of a SAATM cont...

Increased
Tourism Enhanced
Productivity

W Increased Economic
Liberalisation
el Trade Growth (GOP)

Inward Job Growth

Investment

AFCAC - African Civil Aviation Commission



Conclusion

In conclusion, the liberalisation and unification of the
African air transport markets is one of the
continent’s priority flagship projects that is expected
to accelerate the achievement of the main goals of
the AU Agenda 2063 for an integrated, people-
centred, prosperous, peaceful and stable Africa.

Therefore, supporting this African initiative through
collaboration with our international partners will
create a comprehensive air transport system that will
connect all of Africa, promoting growth, jobs, and
economic stability.
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